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“From window cleaner to cardinal””:
The story of an extraordinary
media image

For years Czechs have considered themselves and have been perceived as the most
atheistic nation in Europe. It is one of the characteristics that are almost automatically
associated with this nation, alongside with beer and the nation’s cheerful nature, thus,
constituting the core of a stereotypical Czech.! Czech attitude towards religion is
deeply rooted in history. It stems from their experience of religious wars, forced re-
catholization, strong secularizing processes, and, last but not least, the persecution in
communist times.? All these factors combined resulted in the current Czech attitude
towards religion, which is mainly indifferent. They treat the question of denomina-
tion as everyone’s private business. This hierarchy is also reflected in the information

“ This phrase comes from the title of an article published on 18 March 2017 in the Catholic week-
ly Niedziela: “Kard. Vlk — od czysciciela okien do kardynata” [Card. Vlk — from window cleaner to
cardinal], http://niedziela.pl/artykul/27758/Kard-Vlk---od-czysciciela-okien-do (accessed: 1.07.2017).
All citations translated from Polish or Czech included in this article are in the author’s own translation.

! For more on the stereotype of the Czech see: A. Kroh, “The Pole and the Czech: Two brothers”,
[in:] Stereotypes and Nations, ed. T. Walas, Krakow 1995, pp. 45-48; A. Méstan, “The Czech stereo-
type of Czechs compared with Czech stereotypes of Poles”, [in:] Stereotypes and Nations, ed. T. Walas,
Krakow 1995, pp. 35-44. It has also been confirmed by recent studies, compare: E. Golgbek, J. Kulesza,
B. Rygiel, “Sgsiedzi. Stereotyp Czecha na podstawie badan spolecznych i Zrédet internetowych”, Swiat
i stowo, 2013, no. 2, pp. 265-271.

2 For more on that topic see e.g.: H. Kaczmarek OP, “Uwarunkowania historyczno-kulturowe relacji
Koécidt-panstwo w Republice Czeskiej”, [in:] H. Kaczmarek OP, Czechy. Kosciét i paristwo, Krakow
2016, pp. 51-151.
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flow on the topic. It rarely happens that the Czech public opinion gets involved for
a longer period of time in a discussion about issues related in any way to religion
and, if it happens so, it is usually not a narrative favourable to the Church, as it was
demonstrated, for example, in the case of church property restitution.

The purpose of this study is to examine the notorious Czech atheism from the
perspective of Czech media, namely the national dailies.’ It is important to stress
that they all have target audiences with different views and opinions, and are not
Catholic in their profile. This does not mean, however, that such media do not exist
in the Czech Republic. Quite the contrary.* The presented analysis was based on
a corpus of texts that was generated by the author and comprised 63 press articles
published from 23 January to 26 March 2017.°> They served as the foundation to re-
create an extraordinary, at least from the perspective of the stereotype mentioned
in the introduction, media image, showing the final months in the life of a similarly
extraordinary man, cardinal Miloslav Vlk.

“Kluk z vesnice” (A village boy)®
Let us begin with a short introduction of the protagonist of the media image in

question. He was born on 17 May 1932 in Lisnice, Southern Bohemia. His life path
many a time was affected by the political situation at home, thus, reflecting the fate

3 These are: MF DNES, Lidové noviny, Pravo, Hospoddrské noviny, Denik, Blesk.

4 Catholic magazines: Katolicky tydenik (http://www.katyd.cz/), Svétlo (http://www.maticecm.cz/
index.php?act=index), Teologické texty (http://www.teologicketexty.cz/, till 2015), Salve (https:/salve.
op.cz/), Milujte se! (http://www.milujte.se/), AD (until 2008), In! (www.in.cz/, for young girls), Tarsi-
cius (www.tarsicius.cz/, for altar boys). Since 2006 TV Noe — Televize dobrych zprdv (Good News TV)
has been broadcasting (http://www.tvnoe.cz/). Shows with a focus on religious topic are also regularly
broadcast by the Czech National Radio where you can e.g. listen to a live stream from a Holy Mass
from various locations in the Czech Republic — http://www.rozhlas.cz/nabozenstvi/portal/ (accessed:
1.07.2017).

> In order to further explain or explore certain issues, earlier or later press articles will be used as
well, in most cases taken from the same sources.

6 Allsubheadings in the text have been taken from the analyzed articles: “Kluk z vesnice” from ““Jako
by se ptipojil k pochodu na smrt’. V1k zistava na lizku, je vycerpany”, http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/
zpravy-udalosti/452310/jako-by-se-pripojil-k-pochodu-na-smrt-vlk-zustava-na-luzku-je-vycerpany.
html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017); “Stav kardindla Vlkaje vainy”
from “Stav kardindla Vlka je vazny”, http://www.katyd.cz/clanky/stav-kardinala-vlka-je-vazny.html
(accessed: 1.07.2017); “Stav kardindla Vlka se prudce zhorsil. Pe¢ovatelé prosi o modlitbu” from “Stav
kardindla Vlka se prudce zhorsil. Pe¢ovatelé prosi o modlitbu”, http://zpravy.idnes.cz/nemoc-kardina-
la-miloslava-vlka-dzq-/domaci.aspx?c=A170217_222308_domaci_neh (accessed: 1.07.2017); “Zemrel
kardindal Miloslav V1k” from “Zemfel kardinal Miloslav V1k”, https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/432494-
-zemrel-kardinal-miloslav-vlk.html (accessed: 1.07.2017); “Pohteb kardinala Vlka: rozlou¢it se ptisly
tisice lidi, nechybéli ¢lenové vlady” from “Pohteb kardinala V1ka: rozloucit se ptisly tisice lidi, nechybéli
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of the Catholic Church in Czechia. After his graduation, having successfully passed
exit exams after secondary school in 1952, he was refused the permission to study
at university, so he took a job as a blue-collar worker in a factory. Even though he
was already thinking about becoming a priest, still he did not choose to apply to
a seminary, since all such facilities had been closed by the authorities, and the only
one still open was not approved by the Vatican. When the political winds shifted, he
graduated from the Faculty of Arts at Charles University in Prague with a degree in
history and archival science, and only then was he accepted at the Theology Faculty
in Litomértice. In 1968 he was ordained a priest. Because of his views and opinions,
he was appointed to serve in small parishes in the Bohemian Forest (Sumava) and
Rozmital pod Tremsinem. Ten years later state authorities banned him from priest-
hood. He worked as a manual worker, for example, cleaning shop windows, and in
1986 he finally managed to get a job in the archives of a bank. However, during all this
time he remained an active member of the underground Church. In January 1989 he
received permission to perform his priestly ministry again. He was appointed a bishop
in Ceské Budéjovice and in spring of 1991 he became the 35th Archbishop of Prague,
and at the same time the 23rd Czech Primate of the Catholic Church. As his motto
for all his actions he chose the following words from the Gospel of John: “That all of
them may be one”” In April 1993, as the first representative from Central Europe, he
was elected the President of the Council of European Bishops” Conferences, which
he headed until 2001. In October 1994 Pope John Paul IT made him a cardinal. He was
the head of the Czech Catholic Church until February 2010, when he was succeeded
by Dominik Duka.

Cardinal V1k’s achievements include social and charity projects of the Church and
ecumenical cooperation. In 1993 he became the chair of the Jan Hus Legacy Commit-
tee and thanks to his efforts Jan Hus was recognized by Pope John Paul II as a reformer
of the Church. He welcomed the head of the Catholic Church in Czechia three times:
in 1995 and 1997 when it was his friend, John Paul II, and in 2009 — Benedict XVIin
whose election V1k personally participated. Vlk himself was, however, highly critical
of his own work. He complained about insufficient cooperation and understand-
ing on the part of Czech politicians, which resulted in the tug of war regarding the
restitution of church property or the lack of a concordat.® Even when he retired, he
still took active part in the social and political life of the country, openly criticizing
even the most important state figures. He used to inform the general public about

¢lenové vlady”, http://www.denik.cz/z_domova/pohreb-kardinala-vlka-lide-se-schazeji-na-hrade-musi-
projit-kontrolou-20170325.html (accessed: 1.07.2017).

7 Gospel of John 17:21.

8 More on evaluation of the activities and work of cardinal Vlk as the Czech Primate see e.g.:
“Kardinal V1k: Nejlepsi spoluprace byla s Pithartem, po ném uz to bylo jen horsi”, https://archiv.ih-
ned.cz/c1-46121130-kardinal-vlk-nejlepsi-spoluprace-byla-s-pithartem-po-nem-uz-to-bylo-jen-horsi
(accessed: 1.07.2017).
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18 Renata Rusin Dybalska

his activities and views, for example via his website: www.kardinal.cz. He received
a number of Czech and international awards and distinctions, for instance in 1999 he
was awarded the German Grand Cross of Merit for his contribution to the Czech and
German reconciliation, and in 2002 president Vaclav Havel awarded him the Order
of Tomds Garrigue Masaryk, not to mention numerous honoris causa doctorates, for
example at the Benedictine University, University of St. Thomas — 1992-1993, Papal
Academy of Theology in Cracow — 2001, Opole University — 2002.°

“Stav kardinala Vlka je vazny” (Cardinal Vlk’s condition is serious)

First media releases that shaped the analyzed image were published by Czech media
on Monday, 23 January 2017. A direct impulse and at the same time the basic, at
least at that stage, source of information for the media was the statement posted the
day before, that is, on Sunday, 22 January 2017 on the cardinal’s website: “Informace
o zdravotnim stavu pana kardindla Vlka”.!° The report outlines how the health prob-
lems of the cardinal developed, including medical information and diagnoses made
by the doctors. It also offers a description of how the patient reacted to the news and
expresses gratitude to everyone who helped him.

Here is a selection of newspaper headlines published on 23 January 2017:

— “Kardinal VIk je viZné nemocny, ma rakovinu plic”,!! Lidové noviny;

— “Kardinal Miloslav V1k m4 rakovinu plic, pfipravuje se na chemoterapii”,'> MF
Dnes;

— “Kardinal Vlk trpi rakovinou plic. Byvalého prazského arcibiskupa nyni ¢eka
chemoterapie”,13 Hospodat'ské noviny;

— “Kardinal Vlk ma rakovinu. Z plic se rozsitila do kosti, se smrti se smifi
Blesk.

From the very beginning the constructed image had a transparent, open message:
the audience is informed about who is suffering from what. In line with the profile of
quoted dailies, the most dramatic message was delivered by tabloids (Blesk), although

1», 14

9 There have been many publications about the life and views of cardinal Miloslav V1k, both in Cze-
chiaand abroad. See e.g.:J. Zajic, Rozhovory s kardindlem Miloslavem Vikem, Praha 1997; B. Pirnosova,
Koho md za zddy? Ctyticet dramatickych let kardindla Miloslava Vlka, Praha 2002; J. Zajic, Bith blizky,
Vrozhovoru s kardindlem Vlkem, Praha 2012; A. Boudre, Laveur de vitres et archeveque. Biographie de
Mgr Miloslav Vlk, Paris 1994; A. Boudre, Miloslav Vik a Praga un lavavetri diventa arcivescovo, Roma
1994; M. VIK, Czas dojrzewania. Dietlinde Assmus rozmawia z arcybiskupem Pragi, Warszawa 1995.

10 “Report on the health condition of cardinal V1k”. Full text of the statement: http://www.kardinal.
cz/lndex php?cmd=article&articleID=903 (accessed: 1.07.2017).
“Cardinal Vlk seriously ill, he is suffering from lung cancer”.
“Cardinal Miloslav Vlk has lung cancer, he is preparing for his chemo”.
“Cardinal Vlk has lung cancer. The former Archbishop of Prague to undergo chemo”.
“Cardinal V1k has cancer. It metastasized from lungs to bones, he came to terms with death”.
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“From window cleaner to cardinal” 19

in this particular case one can hardly speak about any scale of the drama. Let us
explore one of the referenced articles: “Kardinal VIk je vizné nemocny, ma rakovinu
plic” (see Appendix 1 for the full text).!>

The provided information allows for a very precise, sometimes even extremely
detailed reconstruction of the whole calendar of the disease. The first problems oc-
curred in spring 2016. Initially it was a pain in the arms. Spa treatments did not help,
the condition was deteriorating: the cardinal was now suffering also from vertigo
and his arm was swollen. The situation got very dramatic on Christmas Eve when
the cardinal, instead of attending the Midnight Mass, was taken to hospital due to
some heart problems. His rehabilitation was planned for January, however, the bron-
choscopy confirmed the worst diagnosis: lung cancer with bone metastases. Finally,
it informs the reader that the patient is not hospitalized anymore, but is staying in
a nursing home in a parish in one of Prague’s districts, Karlin, awaiting the therapy
developed by his oncologists.

It is worth noting that all the above information was provided by different sources.
The author of the article refers to the already mentioned report from the cardinal’s
website, as well as to his secretariat. One of the sources is the protagonist himself,
who thus from the very start becomes the co-author of the emerging media image.

The nursing home where the cardinal was placed was not chosen randomly. He
saved the Karlin parish twice. First time, it was when the parish was bound to be
dissolved after 1989, the second time in 2002, a year that was dramatic for Prague
because of flooding. This is when cardinal Vlk, as the acting primate, in his work
dungarees and a shirt, arrived to help hands-on with removing the effects of the flood,
for example in the flooded Karlin Cyril and Methodius Church.!

Information about the cardinal’s disease stirred common interest and became
a widely commented topic. The party in question, as we learn from the article above,
accepted his condition and realized that he had not paid proper attention to his health.
Also, in line with his practised world-view, for him death was merely the end of the
earthly stage of his life. The reactions of most Czechs were moderate. They generally
included “get well soon” messages and supportive comments not to give up the fight
against the disease. These are some of the comments that formed the discussion under
the article analyzed above:

— “Mily pane kardinale, pfeji Vam mnoho sil pro uzdraveni!” (L. Wellner,
23.01.2017, 11:07);

— “Pane kardinale, hodné $tésti a brzké uzdraveni preji. Lidi jako Vy mit cirkev
vice, byla by zcela jinde” (S. Hammer, 23.01.2017, 11:17);

15 “Kardinal Vlk je vdZné nemocny, méd rakovinu plic”, http://www.lidovky.cz/kardina-vlk-ma-
-rakovinu-0vu-/zpravy-domov.aspx?c=A170122_222057_In_domov_jho (accessed: 1.07.2017).

16 More on the topic see: “Kardinal V1k: ‘Volaji mi stovky lidi’. V Karliné s nemoci nebojuje ndho-
dou”, http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/zpravy-udalosti/445534/kardinal-vlk-volaji-mi-stovky-lidi-v-karline-
s-nemoci-nebojuje-nahodou.html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017).
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— “p. VIk, drzim palce!” (J. Novotny, 23.01.2017, 10:39);

— “Pfeju vam hodné sil, pane Kardinale..” (J. Denemark, 23.01.2017, 9:23);

— “Preji mu uzdraveni. A kdyby se mu mélo tady vSecko podélat, tak teda ten
nej$tastnéjs$i happyend” (v. ¢ajka, 23.01.2017, 8:57);

— “Nez sem prijdou hyeny: Preji panu Kardinalovi uspé$nou lécbu” (M. Jan-
dakova, 22.01.2017, 22:50).17

The news of cardinal Miloslav V1k’s condition also reached Vatican. Since the car-
dinal made it his priority to personally reply to each message or phone call, his line was
always busy. And so when Pope Francis tried to reach him on the phone three times
to no avail, he left the following message on the answering machine: “Mily kardinale
Vlku, tady papez Frantiek, volam, abych vas pozdravil a ujistil vas, ze se modlim za
vase zdravi. Velké objeti! At vim P4n pozehna”.!8

When the cardinal returned the call to thank for the greetings and kind memory,
the pope assured him that he was in his thoughts and that he was praying for him.

It is also mostly the same tabloid media that revealed the details of how the care
of the patient was organized. In one of the accounts we read that the cardinal stayed
in one room with the Karlin parish priest, Miroslav Cath who was administering
his medicines and injections. The priest was also helping him prepare simple meals,
serving cardinal’s favourite paté that he would usually wash down with some white
chicory coffee.’® Also, the current Czech primate, cardinal Dominik Duka did not
forget about his predecessor and was visiting him in hospital.

“Stav kardinala Vlka se prudce zhorsil. PeCovatelé prosi o modlitbu”
(Cardinal VIk’s condition deteriorating. Caregivers ask for prayers)

The described media image includes a rather unusual element, namely the events
of the night of 17 and 18 February 2017. Let us analyze them in light of one of the
articles: “Vnitfni krvaceni a prevoz do nemocnice: Stav kardinala Vlka se prudce
zhorsil” (see Appendix 2 for the full text).2°

17 “Kardinél Vlk je vazné nemocny...”.

18 “Dear Cardinal VIk, it’s Pope Francis calling. I want to give you my best and assure you that I pray
for your health. Hugs! And God bless you”. For more on the topic see article: “Modlim se za vase zdravi,
volal papez FrantiSek nemocnému V1kovi”, http://zpravy.idnes.cz/papez-frantisek-volal-nemocnemu-
-vlkovi-fcu-/domaci.aspx?c=A170130_213222_domaci_jol (accessed: 1.07.2017).

19 More on the topic here: “Kardinal V1k se s rakovinou uchylil na faru: Trapi ho bolesti i mrazy!”,
http://www.ahaonline.cz/clanek/zhave-drby/129699/kardinal-vlk-se-s-rakovinou-uchylil-na-faru-trapi-
ho-bolesti-i-mrazy.html (accessed: 1.07.2017).

20 “Vmit¥ni krvaceni a prevoz do nemocnice: Stav kardinéla Vlka se prudce zhorsil”, http://www.
blesk.cz/clanek/zpravy-udalosti/450904/vnitrni-krvaceni-a-prevoz-do-nemocnice-stav-kardinala-vlka-
se-prudce-zhorsil.html (accessed: 1.07.2017).
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The referenced article supports the narrative and the presentation of the events
we have seen so far. Thanks to the account of the Karlin parish priest, Miroslav
Cuth, we learn about the dramatic course of events from the previous night. Due to
post-chemotherapy complications — internal bleeding, the cardinal, who had been
hospitalized for a few days, was under direct life threat. Fortunately, the doctors
managed to contain the danger, which the parish priest considered a miracle. The
second part of the article also stresses the gravity of the situation and reported events.
This is where we learn that the general curate, Zdenek Wasserbauer called upon the
faithful to pray for the recovery of the patient, while the Cesta 121 organization posted
a special entry on their Facebook profile, later quoted in the article. Short information
about the life of Miloslav Vlk and the course of the illness he was fighting against is ac-
companied by the news of crowds of the faithful, visiting the Karlin parish in Prague.

One should also mention that the protagonist of the covered media image decided
to comment on the situation as well. In a message posted on his website, dictated to his
associates, not only did he share the details of his condition with the general public,
but also thanked for all the support he was receiving:

Drazi bratfi a drahé sestry, vazeni pratelé, v téchto dnech se moje zdravotni situace vlivem chemo-
terapie velice zhorsila. Zacalo krvaceni z dvandcterniku do prostoru bfiniho. [...] Dékuji vam vSem
a kazdému osobné, viem véricim Arcidiecéze prazské, za vinu modliteb, pfimluv i solidarity, kterd
privolava blizkost Boha v této situaci. [...] V soucasné dobé je mi lépe, bolesti nepocituji, presto lékari
vidi moji situaci jako velmi vaznou a vyzyvaji k trpélivosti.?!

The readers are constantly updated on the condition of the cardinal, but also on
his fight with the illness. The sources recruit from his closest circle: they are people
who help him or look after him. One of them is Antonin Randa from the abovemen-
tioned organization Cesta 121, which assists elderly priests in need. The cardinal and
he had been friends for 20 years. According to his account, the patient was exhausted,
however, he was enduring his ailments with dignity. He also found strength in the
picture of the suffering Christ, which he kept on his bedside table. Randa admitted
that they had been receiving a lot of support, encouragement and assurances of pray-
er, not only from Czechia, but from abroad as well.?? Another close friend who was
looking after the cardinal was his assistant, sister Magdalena, who years ago, as a little
girl received a rosary from him. She too stressed the enormous courage with which
the cardinal was facing his illness and revealed that despite his difficult situation he
managed not to lose his spirits.>> Words of encouragement and support can also be

21 Fulltextavailable at: “Osobni vzkaz pana kardindla Vlka”, http://www.kardinal.cz/index.php?cm-
d=article&articleID=907 (accessed: 1.07.2017).

22 For more on this topic see: ““Jako by se piipojil k pochodu na smrt’...”.

23 For more on the topic see: “Kardinal Vk je velmi slaby, ale uz netrpi, ¥ik4 jeho osetovatelka”, http:/
zpravy.idnes.cz/kardinal-vlk-asistentka-rozhovor-rakovina-f27-/domaci.aspx?c=A170226_210730_do-
maci_neh (accessed: 1.07.2017).
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found in comments posted under the quoted articles. They are posted even by those
who do not hide that they don’t believe in God:

— “Pred nékolika léty pan (tehdy jesté) kardindl Vlk svétil mym zndmym v Rad-
otiné zvon. Prozila jsem nezapomenutelné chvile s timto tzasnym muzem. Bih mu
doprej klidné spocinuti” (Eva Kaplanova, 27.02.2017, 12:06);

— “Kdyz to napi$u hodné drsné, tak to zatim s tim Bohem moc nevychazi... Nezda
se, Zze by ho zrovna $etfil — bohuzel...” (Martin Sedlacek, 27.02.2017, 13:13);

— “Tanemoc je hroznd a bolestiva. Dost mych pfibuznych na ni zemfelo. Presto, Ze
jsem ateista, kardinalovi Vlkovi pfeji uzdraveni nebo alespon ztiseni bolesti” (Vlad-
imir Novak, 27.02.2017, 10:50);

— “Tak uzdraveni uz asi tézko, ale dustojny odchod si zaslouzi. A to jsem téz
ateista” (Milena Klou¢kovd, 27.02.2017, 10:55).24

“Zemfrel kardinal Miloslav VIk” (Cardinal Miloslav Vlk dies)

However, not even a month after the Prague miracle, devastating news comes through.
Cardinal Miloslav Vlk dies on 18 March 2017. Let us have a look at an article in-
forming about this event: “Zemfel kardinal V1k. Ceské katoliky vedl 18 let, politiky
nemél rad” (see Appendix 3 for the full text of the article).?

It was the cardinal’s successor, primate Dominik Duka who informed the general
public about the death of cardinal Miloslav V1k through social media channels. Let
us review the structure of this short message. It starts rather officially. We learn that
the protagonist of our media image has just finished his “life-long fight for human
freedom and tolerance”. The second part of the message is more personal and far less
official. The primate refers to his predecessor by his first name, “Milo”, saying that “he
will miss him”. Thanks to the abovementioned Antonin Randa from the Cesta 121
organization we learn what the final days in the life of the cardinal looked like: he
was weak, he barely received any visits. The following part of the article provides an
overview of the reactions of the top politicians in the country to the event in ques-
tion. They are generally official in their nature: prime minister Bohuslav Sobotka
referred to the late cardinal as to “a respected man who was not afraid to follow his
conscience”, while the president’s press secretary talked about “a man of deep faith
and strong, uncompromising views”. Andrej Babis, a more casual leader of one of
the ruling parties, ANO, said Vlk was “a brave guy with strong principles whom
he respected a lot”. The most personal message came from the Minister of Culture,

24 All comments taken from the discussion under the article: “Kardinél Vlk je velmi slaby...”.
25 “Zemtel kardinal Vlk. Ceské katoliky vedl 18 let, politiky nemél rad”, http://zpravy.idnes.cz/ne-
krolog-kardinal-miloslav-vlk-dm7-/domaci.aspx?c=A170217_230535_domaci_jav (accessed: 1.07.2017).

Dziennikarstwo i Media 9, 2018
© for this edition by CNS



“From window cleaner to cardinal” 23

Daniel Herman for whom the late cardinal was “not only a boss, but also a great,
spiritual friend, a second father”. The two final parts of the text outline the life path
of the cardinal. They present crucial events from his life and pastoral work, mainly as
the Czech primate. The author emphasizes that the late cardinal was very active even
when he resigned from his function and that he was not afraid to be openly critical
of certain events or people.

Practically every article about the death of the cardinal, as well as each reaction to
this event by various personalities, included a section recalling the story of his life.
Moreover, the condolences and tributes arriving from abroad demonstrated that we
are dealing here with somebody who was important for the Czech society, and who
was at the same time well-known and recognized internationally. The German DPA
agency emphasized the important role that cardinal Vlk played in the Czech and
German reconciliation, the French AFP agency reminded about his activities in the
underground Church and that he headed the Council of European Bishops’ Confer-
ences, Slovak media wrote about his role in the case of archbishop Rébert Bezak.2
Also the Polish media contributed here, emphasizing the strong links between the
cardinal, Poland and Poles. Polish primate, archbishop Wojciech Polak referred to the
late cardinal as to “a prominent figure in this part of Europe” and “one of the pillars
of the Czech Republic”?” Pope Francis sent a special telegram with condolences from
the Vatican.?8

Tabloids reported the details of the final moments in the cardinal’s life. We learned
that he died in the hospital, and not in his beloved Karlin, and in his final moments
he called upon the “Most beautiful of the kings”.?? Speculations began about what
the funeral would be like, where it would happen, who would attend.

26 Archbishop of Trnava was dismissed on 2 July 2012 without cause. In his dispute with the Vatican,
cardinal Vlk took the side of the archbishop. In 2015, he helped him get an audience with Pope Francis.

27 “Nie zyje kard. Miloslav V1k. ‘Ko$cié! i czeskie spoleczefistwo traci czlowieka wielkiej ducho-
wosci”” [Card. Miloslav Vlk dies: “Church and Czech society lose a man of profound spirituality”],
http://wpolityce.pl/kosciol/332025-nie-zyje-kard-miloslav-vlk-kosciol-i-czeskie-spoleczenstwo-traci-
czlowieka-wielkiej-duchowosci?strona=2 (accessed: 1.07.2017).

28 Compare e.g.: “Zemfel kardinal Miloslav V1k”, https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/432494-ze-
mrel-kardinal-miloslav-vlk.html; “Zemfel kardinal Miloslav V1k. Dobojoval svij celozivotni zapas
za lidskou svobodu a toleranci, napsal Duka”, https://archiv.ihned.cz/c1-65663640-zemrel-kadinal-
miloslav-vlk-dobojoval-svuj-svuj-celozivotni-zapas-za-lidskou-svobodu-a-toleranci-napsal-duka (ac-
cessed: 1.07.2017); “Nie zyje kard. Miloslav Vlk...”.

29 More on the topic here: “Kardinal Vlk zemftel na rakovinu. Pfed smrti $eptal o kréli, truchli i pa-
pez”, http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/zpravy-udalosti/456951/kardinal-vlk-zemrel-na-rakovinu-pred-smrti-
septal-o-krali-truchli-i-papez.html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017).
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“Pohreb kardinala Vlka: rozloucit se pfisly tisice lidi, nechybéli
¢lenové vlady” (Cardinal Vik's funeral: Thousands come to say
goodbye including government officials)

Already on Monday, 20 March 2017 the Prague Archbishopric informed the general
public about the key issues connected with the funeral ceremony. It was announced
that the coffin with the cardinal’s body would be displayed in two places: on Thurs-
day from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at St. Vitus Cathedral in Prague, where the final farewells
would happen, and then on Friday from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. in St. Benedict Church at
Hrad¢any. The funeral was scheduled for Saturday at 11 a.m.?® The press secretary
of the archbishopric announced that it would be a common liturgy without any un-
necessary pompousness, so disliked by cardinal Vlk. All willing to participate in
the ceremony had to adjust their schedules to the announced times, e.g. the party
Starostové a nezavisli (Association of Mayors and the Independent) decided to change
the program of their pre-election party conference, because both the members of the
association and invited guests wished to attend the funeral. Rumours about Pope
Francis arriving to the ceremony appeared.! The only person declaring from the very
beginning that he would not participate in the funeral was president Milos Zeman. As
stated by his press secretary, the president would send a sympathy wreath, because,
according to the president, this was a sufficient way of paying his respects to the late
cardinal. The press associates this decision with critical comments made by cardinal
V1k about the president’s actions;>? president’s opponents openly condemned the
president’s decision.?

30 Comparee.g.: “Skardindlem Vlkem se budou moci lidé rozloucit ve ¢tvrtek v katedrale a v patek
u karmelitek na Hrad¢anech”, https://archiv.ihned.cz/c1-65665510-s-kardinalem-vlkem-se-budou-
moci-lide-rozloucit-ve-ctvrtek-v-katedrale-a-v-patek-u-karmelitek-na-hradcanech (accessed: 1.07.2017).

31 For more details see e.g.: “V1kiiv pohteb: Jeho rakev vystavi, kvétiny nahradi pfispévky. Dorazi
papez?”, http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/zpravy-udalosti/457218/vlkuv-pohreb-jeho-rakev-vystavi-kvetiny-
nahradi-prispevky-dorazi-papez.html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017).

32 The cardinal criticized, e.g., the property settlement agreement concluded by his successor and
the administration of the president and the president refusing to award the state decoration to an
Auschwitz prisoner, Jiti Brady.

33 For more on this topic see e.g.: “Prezident neni pokrytec, vysvétluje Ove¢acek, pro¢ Zeman nepij-
de na Vlkav pohteb a posle jen vénec”, https://archiv.ihned.cz/c1-65665690-prezident-neni-pokrytec-
vysvetluje-ovcacek-proc-zeman-nepujde-na-vlkuv-pohreb-a-posle-jen-venec (accessed: 1.07.2017);
“Kadrovak Zeman: Kardinal V1k si mou pritomnost nezaslouzi. Sta¢i vénec. Prezident klesa hloub”,
https://nazory.aktualne.cz/komentare/kadrovak-zeman-kardinal-vlk-si-mou-pritomnost-nezaslouzi-
sta/r~b4c323020e2511€798c20025900fea04/ (accessed: 1.07.2017). The president’s resentment towards
the late cardinal found its outlet a few months later, when the head of state refused to grant the cardinal
posthumously a state decoration, arguing that cardinal V1k contributed to deepening the division be-
tween the state and the Church. For more on this topic see e.g.: “Zeman t¢elové lZe o kardinalu Vlkovi,
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On Thursday, 23 March, in St. Vitus Cathedral, one of most popular historic build-
ings in Hradcany (the castle district), access for tourists was very restricted, a fact
thoroughly covered by the media. From early morning people started queuing in front
of the entrance, wishing to pay their respects to the late cardinal and bid him farewell.
Some media estimate there were as many as 3,000 attendees. One of the first people to
come was the Minister of Defence, Martin Stropnicky, who worked with the cardinal
already as the ambassador in the Vatican. He brought a yellow rose to honour the
deceased. Also, prime minister Bohuslav Sobotka arrived. Unfortunately, he was not
be able to attend the ceremony, since he had a previously scheduled business trip to
Rome at that time. The guard of honour by the coffin was held by scouts.*

Let us analyze one of the articles describing the funeral ceremony: “Stovky lidi se
rozloudily s kardindlem Miloslavem Vlkem. Jeho télo bylo ulozeno do hrobky ve sv.
Vitu” (see Appendix 4 for the full text).>

As we learn from the introduction to the article, more than 2,000 people attended
the funeral ceremony. Participants included many representatives of the Czech and
international clergy. There were also government officials present, represented by
the Deputy Prime Minister and a number of ministers. The article provides an ac-
count of the course of the ceremony served by the key figures of the Czech Catholic
Church. The funeral mass was celebrated by the Czech primate Dominik Duka, who
talked about the difficult mission that had laid before the late cardinal and about the
complex environment in which he had had to fulfill this mission. Bishop emeritus
of Pilsen, Frantidek Radkovsky gave a sermon before the burial. He talked about the
life of cardinal Vlk in communist times. Funeral rites were headed by Jan Graubner,
archbishop of Olomouc. During the Holy Mass in the cathedral, an excerpt from
the will of the late cardinal was read, in which he bade his farewell to everyone and
surrendered himself to the care and protection of God and Lady Mary. Please note
that all referenced statements were only quoted or paraphrased by the author. After
the ceremony the body of the deceased was left in the chapel of the metropolitan
cathedral, where graves of other distinguished clergymen can be found. Finally, we

uvedlo vedeni Paméti naroda”, https://www.novinky.cz/domaci/440280-zeman-ucelove-lze-o-kardin-
alu-vlkovi-uvedlo-vedeni-pameti-naroda.html (accessed: 1.07.2017).

34 Compare e.g.: “Posledni pohled na kardinala Vlka. Rakev je ve svatém Vitu, ptili i politici”,
http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/zpravy-udalosti/458106/posledni-pohled-na-kardinala-vlka-rakev-je-ve-
svatem-vitu-prisli-i-politici.html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017); “Na
rakevskardindlem Vlkem stalilidé na Hradé frontu. Kde ji vystavi dnes?”, http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/
zpravy-udalosti/458165/na-rakev-s-kardinalem-vlkem-stali-lide-na-hrade-frontu-kde-ji-vystavi-dnes.
html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017).

35 “Stovky lidi se rozloudily s kardindlem Miloslavem Vlkem. Jeho télo bylo ulozeno do hrobky ve
sv. Vitu”, https://archiv.ihned.cz/c1-65671900-kardinal-vlk-bude-pohrben-v-katedrale-sv-vita-misto-
kupovani-kvetin-radeji-dejte-penize-na-charitu-radi-arcibiskupstvi (accessed: 1.07.2017).
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learned about the highlights of cardinal Miloslav V1k’s ministry, together with a short
overview of his illness.

Other articles reveal more and more facts and details about the event in question.
We learn that at 9 a.m. special entrances were opened for ceremony attendees. They
were asked not to bring any flowers and rather to donate the money to a designated
hospice. The ceremony was symbolically commenced by the sound of the Sigismund
Bell, the biggest bell in the Czech Republic that can be heard ringing only on spe-
cial occasions. The bell was ringing for 19 minutes to commemorate the 19 years
of ministry of the cardinal deceased in his function of the primate. His family was
represented by the 14-years-younger sister of the cardinal, RiZena together with some
other relatives. There were a couple hundred clergymen at the funeral, and it took
them over 15 minutes to enter the cathedral. They included, for example, the papal
nuncio, Giuseppe Leanza who read a telegram from the pope before the coffin was
laid in the grave. On behalf of society, the former chancellor of the Charles University,
Ivan Wilhelm bade farewell to the late cardinal. The ceremony was broadcast live on
a number of screens placed both in and outside the cathedral.®

The funeral service was not the end of the ceremonies connected with the farewell
of cardinal Vlk. As media reported, on 17 May, that is, on the birthday of the deceased,
aspecial concert was planned in the Prague district of Karlin in the Cyril and Metho-
dius Church, with performances by the Prague Castle Guards and Police Orchestra.>’

* X %

The reconstructed media image presented in this study was referred to as “extra-
ordinary” in the title. The first reason why is the very fact that it made its way to
the Czech media perception of the world. According to the stereotype mentioned
in the beginning, Czechia is a country “living without God”,*® and as the reporter
Mariusz Szczygiel confirmed, it “deals pretty well with this fact”.3® However, this
does not mean that it is a topic completely absent from the public space or from the
media. Quite the contrary, and the presented image is the best example to support it.

36 Comparee.g.: “Lidé se v katedrale svatého Vita naposledy rozloutili s kardindlem Vlkem”, http://
zpravy.idnes.cz/pohreb-miloslav-vlk-049-/domaci.aspx?c=A170324_170657_domaci_pas (accessed:
1.07.2017).

37 Compare e.g.: “Na rakev s kardindlem Vlkem stali lidé na Hradé frontu. Kde ji vystavi dnes?”,
http://www.blesk.cz/clanek/zpravy-udalosti/458165/na-rakev-s-kardinalem-vlkem-stali-lide-na-hrade-
frontu-kde-ji-vystavi-dnes.html?utm_source=blesk.cz&utm_medium=copy (accessed: 1.07.2017).

38 Fragment of the title of one of the chapters in M. Szczygiel’s book: “Jak sie Panistwu zyje bez
Boga?”, [in:] Zr6b sobie raj, Wolowiec 2010, pp. 105-139.

39 Here the author refers to stories and facts described specifically in the book by M. Szczygiet,
Zr6b sobie raj but also in his other works dedicated to this topic.
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Of course, one can not claim that religious issues are present in Czech mass media
on a daily basis,*® however, it is also definitely wrong to assume that they are totally
absent. Their place may not always be very exposed, nonetheless, it is quite steady. It
is well demonstrated not only by the news regarding the Czech Republic, but also,
for example, in the Czech media representation of Polish Catholicism, which in spite
of appearances, is not that uniform at all.*! The fact that the information about the
illness and later about the death of cardinal Miloslav V1k was extensively covered by
the media would not be so surprising, if it did not function together with a certain
image that was being built thereupon in the media for more than two months, which
bewildered not only the audience interested in the topic.

Also, the way the media decided to construct and present the studied image is
rather unusual. The figure of the main protagonist definitely played its part in it:
based on the news values*? one should consider him, from the Polish point of view,
to be a member of the elite.*> However, one should also point out that in the period in
question cardinal Miloslav V1k had not been the head of the Czech Catholic Church
for almost 7 years and for the majority of the society he was merely an archbishop
emeritus of Prague, which is considered relevant only by the minority. Neverthe-
less, this did not prevent him from actively participating as much as possible in the
public life and openly criticizing various figures, even the most important ones in
the country.** Despite the possible and obvious differences in the assessment of the
significance of the protagonist, he is unarguably extraordinary due to the fact that he
initiated and co-shaped the analyzed image himself. His openness about his illness
was welcomed by the media as a clear invitation to cooperate. The cardinal explained
his decision, which was controversial for some, to one of the journalists visiting him
in hospital: “Pocituji konkrétné, Ze my kfestané nejsme jen usmivajici se letusky. Chci

o této své zkuenosti informovat”. 4>

40 Of course this does not refer to any media with Catholic profiles, which was already explained
in the introduction to this study.

41 For more on this topic see: R. Rusin Dybalska, ““Co Poldk, to katolik?’ Kilka uwag o medialnym
obrazie Polski i Polakéw w Czechach”, [in:] Barwy stow. Studia lingwistyczno-kulturowe, ed. D. Filar,
P. Krzyzanowski, Lublin 2017, pp. 139-159.

42 Here the author refers to the classification by Galtung and Rudge, compare: J. Galtung, M.H. Ruge,
“The Structure of Foreign News”, Journal of Peace Reaserch 2, 1965, pp. 64-90.

43 On Czech and Polish cultural differences in media communication see: R. Rusin Dybalska,
“Kilka uwag o réznicach kulturowych w komunikacji medialnej na przykfadzie Polski i Czech”, Studi
Slavistici 7, 2011, pp. 161-173.

44 Some commentators even claim that the cardinal as the primate emeritus was far more critical
than when he was holding the highest function in the Czech Catholic Church. Compare e.g.: “Zemfel
kardinal Vlk — ¢lovék respektovany, state¢ny a zasadovy”, https://zpravy.tiscali.cz/zemrel-kardinal-
vlk-clovek-respektovany-statecny-a-zasadovy-294807 (accessed: 1.07.2017).

45 “I specifically feel that we Christians are not merely some smiling flight attendants. And I wish
to share my experience in this respect” (“Stav kardinala Vlka...”).
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It seems that this confession should be approached in the context of the whole life
and work of Miloslav V1k, who, as the already quoted above Mariusz Szczygiel wrote,
“for many years had been closer to life than many priests in Poland”.#6 The cardinal
always emphasized that not only words matter, but also the power of examples, and
he himself proved to be the best illustration of these words. “First, be human”,*’
these, on the other hand, are the words of Zbigniew Czendlik, a well-known and also
media-wise Polish priest, ministering in the Czech Republic since 1992.48 According
to him, this is the only way to attract people to the Church, people for whom God has
become the synonym for restrictions and bans. And it seems that this is exactly the
way Czech media approached the cardinal: first as a human being who decided to
share something extraordinary and thus became significant to them (that is, for the
media). The position he held or his world-view became less relevant in this light. It is
well demonstrated by various ways of talking about the protagonist after his death,
messages referring to him as a layman, or by the way he was perceived by the readers
who did not share his world-views.

The cardinal’s decision to disclose his illness had yet another consequence: it
earned the status of headline news,*’ creating a certain framework for the coverage
that followed, but most of all, it introduced a new topic in the media, namely, how to
inform a patient and his close ones about a fatal disease.”®

And, last but not least, the way the studied image was constructed was equally
extraordinary. According to the informational line imposed, in a way, by the main
protagonist, there were no misunderstandings or confusion, on the contrary, the
audience was constantly bombarded with updates, including medical details, regard-
less of whether they were reading tabloids or not. The most unusual in this respect
seems the coverage of the funeral ceremony: it was provided in a format that could
have easily appeared in Polish press. In most cases there was a precise coverage of all

46 M. Szczygiel, op. cit., p. 134.

47 Cited after: M. Szczygiel, op. cit., p. 130.

48 Reverend Zbigniew Czendlik — one of the best known Catholic priests in Czechia, parish priest
in Lanskron. One of the reasons for his popularity are his unusual actions and opinions, e.g. whenever
he can, he refuses to wear his cassock, since he believes that clergy should be distinguished by their
deeds and not the clothes, also, he thinks that Bible study is boring, he suggests you should rather read
itas alove letter. He was on numerous TV shows, both as a guest and a host. For more on this topic see
e.g.: M. Zahradnikovd, Z. Czendlik, Postel. Hospoda. Kostel, Praha 2016; “Ksiadz dla Czecha. Polski
duchowny robi furore u naszych sasiadow”, http://www.nto.pl/magazyn/reportaz/art/4172971,ksiadz-
dla-czecha-polski-duchowny-robi-furore-u-naszych-sasiadow,id,t.html (accessed: 1.07.2017).

49 H.-B. Brosius, P. Eps, “Verindern Schliisselereignisse journalistische Selektionskriterien? Fra-
ming am Beispiel der Berichterstattung tiber Anschlige gegen Auslinder und Asylanten”, Rundfunk
und Fernsehen 41 1993, pp. 512-530.

50 Seee.g.: “KAMBERSKY: Nemoc kardinala Vlka — sdéleni diagnozy jako vyzva nasi medicing”,
http://www.lidovky.cz/nemoc-kardinala-vlka-sdeleni-diagnozy-jako-vyzva-nasi-mediciny-p77-/nazory.
aspx?c=A170124_122037_In_nazory_sij (accessed: 1.07.2017).
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the details, sources were presented with their full names together with their quotes,
which resembles strategies used by the Polish media.”! Common people contributed to
the story, co-authored by a great man, namely his friends, caregivers, doctors, which
turned it in parts into a very personal account.

A sharp observer might notice elements that represent the Czech cultural cognitive
style and contribute to this image.>?> One can point to one such feature, namely the
frequently repeated longer and shorter biographical notes about the protagonist of
the image, appearing in most of the studied materials. Of course, their presence in
news articles is nothing unusual, however, after having thoroughly read through all
the articles used as the corpus here, one is under the impression that in most cases
their authors wanted to be absolutely sure that the audience was aware, whom they
were reading about. Another element is the information provided in the coverage of
the funeral. The funeral ceremony took place in St. Vitus Cathedral, crowded with
tourists and visitors during the day. Thus, one of the basic pieces of information
provided to the audience was the access to the historic building on given dates and
times, including referral for those especially interested in the topic to the dedicated
information services in place.>?

The presented image generated yet another key event of a political nature. The de-
cision of the Czech president Milos Zeman not to attend the funeral of cardinal V1k
triggered a series of critical comments about the president, allowing his opponents to
display their dissatisfaction. As it turned out, this event escalated further when the
late cardinal was later refused the state decoration.

The image reconstructed in this study is extraordinary on many levels and is just
one side of the media representation of Czech atheism. As it is clearly visible from the
example described above, this image is far from uniform and is not always a faithful
reflection of the well-established stereotype. Czech media seem not to be very con-
sistent to that end and they will definitely surprise their audience on many occasions
in future.

233

5l Compare: R. Rusin Dybalska, “Nedockavi Pol4ci odhalili a vysvétili nedokonéenou obi{ sochu
Krista’, aneb kratky piibéh jistého medialniho obrazu” [in:] Svét kresleny slovem, ed. M. Balowski, Usti
nad Labem 2011, pp. 381-391.

52 A culturally accepted cognitive style, i.e. a specific way of thinking and reacting to new facts,
which may lead to a completely different perception of a given event. For more on this topic see e.g.:
J. Mikutowski-Pomorski, Jak narody porozumiewajq si¢ ze sobg w komunikacji miedzykulturowej i ko-
munikowaniu medialnym, Krakéw 2006, pp. 225-259.

53 Compare: R. Rusin Dybalska, “Swiat po polsku i po czesku na przykladzie analizy wiadomosci
prasowych”, [in:] Dialog kultur VI, ed. M. Prtza, Brno 2011, pp. 224-238.
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Appendix 1
Kardinal Vlk je vazné nemocny, ma rakovinu plic

Byvalého nejvyssiho predstavitele ¢eské katolické cirkve, kardinala Miloslava Vlka,
¢eka naro¢né obdobi. Musi se podrobit chemoterapii, lékati mu totiz diagnostikovali
rakovinu plic. Chorobou vyvrcholily jeho déle trvajici zdravotni potize, jimiz trpi od
jara lonského roku.

»Podstoupil (kardindl Vlk — pozn. red.) celotélové PET CT vySetfeni a nasled-
nou bronchoskopii, kterd potvrdila tumor plic s metastazemi do kosti,“ informoval
v nedéli web kardinala Vlka. Byvaly prazsky arcibiskup skoncil koncem lonského
roku v nemocnici kvili srde¢nim potizim. Jenze i po propusténi ze $pitalu neustavaly
bolesti levého ramene, kardindl Vlk se proto nechal opét hospitalizovat a absolvoval
dalsi vysetfeni. Lékari nakonec potvrdili, Ze kardindl trpi rakovinou plic v pokroci-
lém stadiu. Byvaly primas cesky pry reagoval na diagndézu smifené. ,,Diagndzu prijal
v klidu, a kdyz mu ji sdélovali pani profesori, byl to on, kdo je podepiral a ujistoval, ze
je na spravné cesté, protoze uz vicekrat se mu zdalo, Ze odejit ,tam’ je to nejspravné;jsi
feSeni. Pani profesoti byli trochu prekvapeni...," stoji ve zpravé.

V patek propustili kardinala z nemocnice, Vlk je od té doby v doméacim osetfo-
vani. V soucasnosti pobyva na fafe v prazském Karliné, kde o néj pecuji. Bude za
nim dochazet i lékarka. Byvaly prazsky arcibiskup nyni ¢eka na 1é¢bu, kterou mu
pripravi onkologové. ,,Je predan do péce profesora onkologické kliniky, kde pro jeho
typ nadoru pripravi chemoterapii,“ pise se na webu kardinala.

»Na jafe letosniho roku jsem trochu citil bolesti ramen. Nevénoval jsem tomu
ptili§ pozornost a rozvijel jsem své bohaté pastora¢ni aktivity dale,” popsal na webu
30. prosince sam kardindl V1k, kdyz se poprvé o svém stavu vyjadril obsirnéji. Na
podzim pry stravil kvili potizim néjaky ¢as v laznich, ale jeho problémy se naopak
zhorsily. Pridaly se zavraté a predevs$im otok levého ramene.

Konec roku stravil v nemocnici

Na prelomu listopadu a prosince se i tak kardinal Vlk drzel svého oficidlniho pro-
gramu a cestoval za véticimi po Evropé. Na Stédry den jeho obtize vygradovaly pii
svate¢ni tabuli v muzském fokolare v prazskych Strasnicich. Kardindlovi se podle
jeho slov zatmélo pred o¢ima, citil zavraté a dramaticky mu stoupl tlak. Od stolu tak
zamifil rovnou na II. Interni kliniku kardiologie a angiologie VSeobecné fakultni
nemocnice v Praze, stornoval kvili tomu i naplanovanou ptlno¢ni msi na farnosti
v prazské Vinofi.

V nemocnici si ho kvili poruse srde¢niho rytmu nechali lékafi ¢tyfi dny. Kardi-
nal po navratu do domaci péce avizoval, Ze pfihodu vnima jako signal, aby zvolnil
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naro¢né pracovni tempo. ,,Prili§ jsem spoléhal na svou fyzickou kondici a vazné,
dobre myslené rady jsem nerespektoval,“ glosoval své potize. Nasledné odvolal pro-
gram na cely leden, aby se mohl plné soustredit na rehabilitaci. ,,Cely mésic bude ve
znameni toho, aby se uzdravil,” sdélila serveru Lidovky.cz jiz dfive Hana Pohorala
ze sekretariatu kardinala.

Jenze do rekonvalescence nyni zasahla rakovina, kardinala Vlka tak v nadchaze-
jicim obdobi ¢eka naroc¢na lécba. Lze se jen domnivat, jestli béhem ni vystoupi na
vefejnosti. V prvni fadé pro néj bude dtilezity klid, aby mél na chemoterapii dostatek
sily. ,Pan kardinal dékuje za veskerou pomoc a podporu ¢leniim Dila Mariina (eku-
menické hnuti, jehoz 1ékari kardinalovi pomahaji, pozn. red.), Arcibiskupstvi prazské-
mu a véem, ktefi jej podporuji konkrétnimi skutky i modlitbou,” stoji na webu Vlka.

Appendix 2
Vnitini krvaceni a pfevoz do nemocnice: Stav kardinala Vlka se
prudce zhorsil

Zdravotni stav kardinala Miloslava Vlka, ktery trpi rakovinou plic s metastazami do
kosti, se v patek vecer prudce zhorsil. Lékartim se ho ale béhem noci podarilo stabili-
zovat a kardinal neni v pfimém ohroZeni zivota. CTK to fekl faraf z prazského Karlina
Miroslav Cuth, ktery se o néj v posledni dobé staral. Ctytiaosmdesatilety Vlk je podle
Cutha od pondéli v jedné z prazskych nemocnic, kde podstupoval chemoterapii.

Cuth rekl, Ze chemoterapie musela byt kvtili oslabeni kardinalova organismu pre-
ru$ena a V1k byl kviili vnitfnimu krvaceni prevezen z onkologického na metabolické
oddéleni. Dnes rano uz byl kardinal ve stabilizovaném stavu, uved] karlinsky farar
s odvoldnim na informace lékarti. ,Rukama lékai se udal zazrak,” citoval Cuth kardi-
néla. Podle néj Vlka v patek v nemocnici navstivil prazsky arcibiskup Dominik Duka.

Zdravotni problémy se u Vlka zacaly projevovat zhruba na jare loniského roku. Na
podzim kardindal kviili bolestem kloubti absolvoval lazenské lé¢eni. Po ném se ale jeho
stav zhorsil, zacala ho trapit silna bolest a otok levého ramene, trpél zdvratémi. Na
Stédry den musel byt hospitalizovan na koronarni jednotce pro poruchu srde¢ni-
ho rytmu. Po ¢tyfech dnech byl propustén, ale bolest levého ramene neustupovala.
Podstoupil proto celotélové CT vysetteni a bronchoskopii, ktera potvrdila tumor plic
s metastdzami do kosti.

Pecovatelé prosi o modlitby

Koncem ledna s Vlkem telefonicky hovotil papez Frantisek a ujistil ho, ze se bude
modlit za jeho zdravi. Generalni vikar Zdenek Wasserbauer v patek odpoledne po-
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zadal duchovni, aby na Vlka pamatovali ve svych modlitbach a pfi slaveni euchari-
stie. ,,A také prosim, abyste o tom vhodnym zptsobem informovali ve svych farno-
stech a vyzvali vétici k modlitbam,* uvedl s odkazem na informaci o zhorseni Vlkova
zdravotniho stavu.

I sdruzeni Cesta 121, které se o kardinala stara, prosi na svém facebookovém pro-
filu o modlitby. ,Mili pratelé, panu kardinalovi se v poslednich hodinach prudce
zhorsil zdravotni stav. Situace je vazna, pokud mizZeme poprosit, podpofte ho mod-
litbou. Tolik se v minulych dnech tésil z mnozstvi pfani a projevii podpory. Byl i pres
vaznost diagnozy stastny a uzival si laskyplného prijeti, jehoz se mu dostalo v kar-
linské farnosti. Nyni vede tézky boj, ktery ho boli, a potfebuje nas vice nez kdy pred
tim. Nenechme ho v ném samotného. Cislice 121 v nazvu naseho sdruzeni odkazuje
na text zalmu:,Obracim své o¢i k horam. Odkud mi pfijde pomoc?‘ Pojdme ji panu
kardinalovi prinést spole¢né,” stoji na facebookovém profilu spolku.

Vlk se narodil se 17. kvétna 1932 v Li$nici na Pisecku. Jeho Zivot prosel fadou
zvratll. V roce 1968 byl vysvécen na knéze. Po deseti letech mu ale komunisté ode-
brali tehdy pozadovany statni souhlas k vykonu knézského povolani. V1k pak slouzil
ms3e tajné v malych skupinach véficich. A¢ vzdélanim historik, archivar a teolog, byl
z politickych ditvodd nucen zivit se jako my¢ oken.

Na zacatku 90. let byl jmenovén biskupem v Ceskych Budé&jovicich, poté se na jate
1991 po rezignaci Frantiska Tomaska stal hlavou ¢eskych katolikii. Od fijna 1994 je
kardinélem. Utadu prazského arcibiskupa se ujal 1. ¢ervna 1991, jeho rezignaci ptijal
papez Benedikt XVI. v unoru 2010 a v poradi 36. prazskym arcibiskupem jmenoval
Duku.

Lékari jsou diagnézou zdrceni. Nemocného kardinala chodi ke karlinské fafe po-
vzbuzovat zastupy véticich.

Appendix 3
Zemiel kardinal VIk. Ceské katoliky vedI 18 let, politiky nemél rad

V 85 letech zemfel kardinal Miloslav V1k. Na Facebooku o tom informoval kardinal
Dominik Duka. Vlkuav zivot prosel fadou zvratti. Rodak z malé jihoceské vesnice byl
pro komunisty nepohodlnym knézem. Po revoluci se stal na témér dvacet let hlavou
ceskych katoliku a jako ¢len konklave se ztcastnil volby papeze.

»Boze, prijmi dusi svého pokorného sluzebnika, kardinala Miloslava Vlka, ktery
dnes po tézké nemoci dobojoval sviij celozivotni zapas za lidskou svobodu a toleranci.
Milo, budes mi lidsky i duchovné chybét (17. 5. 1932-18. 3. 2017),“ uvedl na Facebooku
Dominik Duka. Vlk trpél rakovinou plic.

O kardinala se béhem jeho nemoci staralo ob¢anské sdruzeni Cesta 121. Jeho
predseda Antonin Randa iDNES.cz fekl, ze v poslednich dnech bylo patrné postupné
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zhorsovani kardinalova stavu. ,,Zatimco pfed tydnem jesté byly mozné navstévy, tak
v poslednich dnech uz moc ne,” sdélil iDNES.cz.

Prazské arcibiskupstvi vyzvalo vétici k modlitbé za spasu duse zesnulého kardi-
ndla. Vazna nemoc se u kardinala Vlka zacala projevovat zhruba na jate lonského
roku. O Vanocich se kardindltv stav zhorsil natolik, Ze musel byt na nékolik dni
hospitalizovan. Nemoc mu lékati diagnostikovali po Novém roce.

Vlk podstupoval chemoterapii v jedné z prazskych nemocnic. Koncem ledna
s Vlkem telefonicky hovotil papez Frantisek a ujistil ho, Ze se bude modlit za jeho zdravi.

Jako kdyby mi odesel otec, pfijal zpravu ministr Herman

Predni politici prijali zpravu o Vlkové umrti s litosti. ,Odesel respektovany clovek,
ktery se nebdl chovat podle svého svédomi,* sdélil na Twitteru premiér Bohuslav
Sobotka. Podle mluvciho prezidenta Jiftho Ovéacka ve Vlkovi odesel ¢loveék hluboké
viry a pevnych, nekompromisnich nazori.

Ministr kultury Daniel Herman, ktery byl v prvni poloviné 90. let Vlkovym se-
kretafem, informaci pfijal s pocitem, jako by mu odesel otec. ,,Byl to nejen muj §éf,
ale i velky duchovni ptitel. Mél jsem ho velmi rad,” fekl Herman CTK.

»Byl to state¢ny zasadovy chlap a velice jsem si ho vazil,“ fekl $é¢f ANO Andrej
Babis.,,Vzdejme Cest statecnému muzi, ktery zil cestné a v pravde, které véril,” uvedl
na Twitteru predseda TOP 09 Miroslav Kalousek. ,,V ¢ele s nim se cirkev vyrovnava-
la s nasledky komunistické diktatury a hledala misto v demokratické spole¢nosti,”
napsal na Twitteru pfedseda ODS Petr Fiala.

Normalizaci stravil v nuceném ustrani

VIk se narodil 17. kvétna 1932 v jihoceské Lisnici na Pisecku. Jeho Zivotni cestu od
mladi ovliviiovala politickd situace v zemi. Po maturité v roce 1952 mu nebylo povo-
leno dal studovat, a proto pracoval jako délnik v ¢eskobudéjovické tovarné.

Po vojné a ¢astecném politickém uvolnéni vystudoval archivnictvia vroce 1968 byl
vysvécen na knéze. Normaliza¢ni 70. léta kvili kritickym postojim stravil v malych
farnostech na Sumaveé a ve stiedoceském Rozmitélu pod Tfemsinem.

Cesta milovnika bézek do cela ¢eské Fimskokatolické cirkve nebyla ptima. Po dese-
tiletech mu komunisté odebrali tehdy pozadovany statni souhlas k vykonu knézského
povolani. A¢ vzdélanim historik, archivér a teolog, byl z politickych diivodii nucen
zivit se jako umyvac oken v Praze. Pozdéji ziskal praci archivare ve Statni bance cesko-
slovenské. V obdobi bez statniho povoleni VIk slouzil mse tajné v malych skupinach
véricich. Statni souhlas mu byl vracen v lednu 1989.
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Na zagatku 90. let byl jmenovén biskupem v Ceskych Budéjovicich, poté se na jate
1991 po rezignaci Frantiska Tomaska stal prazskym arcibiskupem a hlavou ceskych
katolikd. V fijnu 1994 ho papez Jan Pavel II. jmenoval kardinalem. Od roku 1991 do
roku 2000 predsedal ¢eské biskupské konferenci.

Prezident Vaclav Havel mu v roce 2002 za vynikajici zasluhy o demokracii a lidska
prava propujcil fad T. G. Masaryka. V dubnu 2005 se Vlk ucastnil konklave, které
zvolilo papeze Benedikta X V1.

Stejny papez pak v unoru 2010 ptijal Vlkovu rezignaci. Jeho nasledovnikem v cele
Ceské katolické cirkve a v poradi 36. prazskym arcibiskupem se stal Dominika Duka.

Z politiky byl zklamany, silu mu braly tahanice o restituce

Vice nez 18 let v ifadu primase ¢eského hodnotil V1k na svych strankach kardinal.cz
spise kriticky. Mezi neuspéchy, které ale pricetl neochoté ¢eskych politika, fadil od-
klad majetkového vyrovnani, cirkevni zakon, kauzu katedraly sv. Vita ¢i neexistenci
¢esko-vatikanské smlouvy.

»De facto jsem na roviné cirkevné-politické nedosahl vlastné téméf nic,” ekl v zari
2009. K politické situaci i politikiim byl viibec kriticky a sviij nazor dava oteviené
najevo; pred dvéma lety napriklad rekl, Ze jeho zku$enosti s Vaclavem Klausem jako
premiérem i jako prezidentem nejsou prili§ pozitivni.

Mezi uspéchy katolické cirkve pod Vlkovym vedenim patii prace cirkevni charity,
také se vyrazné zaslouzil o ekumenickou spolupraci ceskych krestanskych cirkvi.
V roce 1993 stanul v ¢ele komise zabyvajici se dilem a osobnosti Jana Husa. Ptispél
tak k tomu, zZe Jan Pavel II. v roce 1999 vyjadril litost nad Husovou smrti a pfiznal
mu misto mezi reformatory cirkve.

I v dichodu se v$ak kardinal zajimal o spole¢enské a politické déni, které komen-
toval na svém webu kardinal.cz. V souvislosti s loiiskym vyro¢im 17. listopadu na-
ptiklad napsal, ze ¢eska spole¢nost se dodnes s komunistickym totalitnim systémem
nevyporadala.

»Po vSech téch zloc¢inech jsme je nechali déle ,,ptisobit. Nenazyvali jsme pravym
jménem to, co nam predstavovali jako ,,normalni“. A ono z toho mnoho ztistalo. Na-
priklad deformovat pravdu, bezostysné lhat, nenavidét, krast atd., jak to ¢asto i dnes
zakous$ime,“ uvedl s tim, ze nékteri politici stale komunisticky ,normalizované“ mysli
a poslapavaji ustavu.

Na pocatku roku 2017 Miloslav V1k oznamil, Ze trpi rakovinou plic a ze podstupuje
chemoterapii. Jeho stav se prudce zhorsil v poloviné unora.
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Appendix 4
Stovky lidi se rozloucily s kardindlem Miloslavem Vlkem. Jeho télo
bylo ulozeno do hrobky ve sv. Vitu

— Télo zesnulého kardinala Miloslava Vlka bylo v sobotu po cirkevnich obfadech
ulozeno do arcibiskupské hrobky v katedrale sv. Vita.

— Obradu prihlizelo pres 2000 lidi.

— Zadus$ni méi slouzil prazsky arcibiskup kardinal Dominik Duka.

— Pripomnél Vlkovu snahu o obnovu vyznamu cirkve po prevratu v listopadu
1989, to, ze budoval urad Arcibiskupstvi prazského, pomahal pti budovani cirkevniho
Skolstvi a polozil zaklady arcidiecézni charity.

V katedrale sv. Vita na Prazském hradé se v sobotu na dva tisice lidi rozloucilo pti
zadus$ni msi se zesnulym kardinalem Miloslavem Vlkem.

Pohreb ukoncil posledni rozlouceni s kardindlem, ktery zemfel pied tydnem ve
véku 84 let. Sobotni zadus$ni msi slouzil prazsky arcibiskup kardinal Dominik Duka.

Po cirkevnich obradech bylo télo zesnulého kardindla ulozeno do arcibiskupské
hrobky v katedréle sv. Vita.

Duka pripomnél Vlkovu snahu o obnovu vyznamu cirkve po prevratu v listopadu
1989, to, ze budoval ttad Arcibiskupstvi prazského, pomahal pfi budovani cirkevniho
$kolstvia polozil zaklady arcidiecézni charity. “Louc¢ime se s prazskym arcibiskupem,
nastupcem kardinala Tomaska, kterému pripadl ukol vystavét budovu cirkve ve svo-
bodném, suverénnim a demokratickém staté,” fekl Duka.

Pripomnél, ze V1k patfil ke generaci, ktera poznala “jak hnédou, tak rudou dikta-
turu”, a to ho nékdy vedlo k ur¢ité uzavrenosti. “A k ne zcela plnému pochopeni, ze
demokracie je diskuse a tolerance vyzaduje mnohdy i kompromis tehdy, kdyz absolut-
niaidealnifeseni s prihlédnutim k druhym nejsou dosazitelna,” fekl kardinal Duka.

V katedrale zaznél i uryvek z posledni viile kardinala Vlka. “Do bozich rukou
a pod ochranny plast Panny Marie porouc¢im cely sviij zivot, vSechny své prace, vSe,
co jsem konal. Kam bude uloZeno mé télo, ponechdvam na rozhodnuti jinym. Se
v§emi se lou¢im a tésim se na shledanou,” uvedl v ni.

Kazani pred ulozenim do hrobu pronesl emeritni plzensky biskup Frantisek Rad-
kovsky, ktery pripomél Vlkovo ptisobeni za socialismu, béhem néhoz nesmél kazat
a zivil se napriklad jako umyvac oken nebo archivar. Obrady posledniho rozlouceni
vedl olomoucky arcibiskup Jan Graubner.

Kromé zastupct dalsich ¢eskych a moravskych diecézi ptijeli uctit kardinala Vlka
také kardinalové z nékolika okolnich evropskych zemi, ale i z Thajska. Tamni arci-
biskup kardinal Francis Xavier Kriengsak Kovitvanit je predstavitel hnuti fokolare,
k némuz se V1k hlasil.
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Na obrad prisli také nékteri clenové vlady, zejména z fad lidovci. Pohrbu se ti¢astni
ministr kultury Daniel Herman, ministr zemédélstvi Marian Jurecka a $éf strany
Pavel Bélobradek. Na misté byla i ministryné pro mistn{ rozvoj Karla Slechtova (za
ANO).

Ostatky kardindla byly po pohibu ulozeny v arcibiskupské kapli katedraly. Arci-
biskupska kaple je jedinou kapli nové ¢asti svatovitské katedraly s ostatky prazskych
arcibiskuptt minulého stoleti. Jsou v ni ulozeny napriklad ostatky kardinalii Frantiska
Tomaska (1899-1992) a Karla Kaspara (1870-1941). Celé posledni rozlouceni skon¢ilo
kolem 13.00.

Kardinal Vlk stal v ¢ele ¢eskych katolikti v prelomové polistopadové dobé. Vyrazné
se zaslouzil o ekumenickou spolupréci kfestanskych cirkvi v CR. Pracoval na obnové
zdevastovanych cirkevnich struktur a usiloval o navraceni cirkevniho majetku.

Na za&atku 90. let byl Vlk jmenovén biskupem v Ceskych Budéjovicich, poté se na
jate 1991 stal hlavou ¢eskych katolikti. Od fijna 1994 byl kardinalem. Utadu praz-
ského arcibiskupa se ujal 1. ¢ervna 1991, jeho rezignaci ptijal papez v tinoru 2010.

Usiloval o priblizeni katolické cirkve verejnostia po odchodu z ¢ela ¢eské katolické
cirkve se ¢asto kriticky vyjadfoval i k politické situaci a politikéim. Historikové ocenuji
také jeho pfinos k cesko-némeckému dialogu a usmifeni obou narodi. Podle zastupcii
armady mél také velky podil na obnoveni duchovni sluzby v armade.

V poslednich mésicich V1k trpél rakovinou plic, kterou u néj lékari diagnostikovali
po kardinalové ¢4ste¢ném kolapsu na Stédry den loniského roku. Litost nad dmrtim
kardindla Vlka vyjadrila fada ceskych politikii a osobnosti vefejného Zivota. Papez
Franti$ek poslal prazskému arcibiskupovi Dominiku Dukovi v souvislosti s Vlkovym
umrtim soustrastny telegram.

“From window cleaner to cardinal”:
The story of an extraordinary media image

Summary

The aim of this study is to present the story behind the media image recounting the final months in
the life of the former primate of the Czech Republic, cardinal Miloslav V1k. The analyses presented
in this study are grounded in a corpus of texts consisting of 63 press articles published by Czech na-
tional dailies between 23 January and 26 March 2017. The image recreated on their basis has become
extraordinary not only due to the fact of its very existence within the perception of the world promoted
by Czech media, but also because of the way it was constructed and presented to the audience. One
must not underestimate the role of the main protagonist of the analyzed image, who became one of
its authors himself.
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