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[TamsaTh 0 BU3aHTUICKON UMIIEPUU
B poMaHe /Ku3Hb HACEKOMbIX
Bukropa IleneBrna

Buxrop IleneBuH sBiseTcss OJHUM U3 CaMbIX MOMYJISPHBIX PYCCKHUX THcaTe-
Jiell COBpEMEHHOCTU. B TaHHOM cTaThe sl MPOaHAIM3UPYK0 MOTUB NamsATu 0 Bu-
3aHTUUCKONW MMIIEpUHU B mpousBeaeHusx [leneBuHa, B 4aCTHOCTH B €r0 POMaHe
Kuzne nacexomoix (1993).

OnHOH U3 caMbIX BIMATEIbHBIX KHHT, TOCBSIIEHHBIX U3YUEHHIO NTaMSTH, SB-
nsercst pabora Aupu Beprcona Mamepus u namsams'. OHako ATIOHCKMI HCCTe-
nosaresnib Macaro 'oga ormerwi, uto Teopusi beprcona He OepeT BO BHUMaHHE
BOIIPOC MCTOPHH B M3ydeHHH maMaTH>. I109ToMy, aHATH3Hpys NaMATh 0 Bu3an-
THWCKON mMItepun B TBopuecTBe [lenmeBnHa, s Oymay oOpamaTrhcss K KOHIICTIITH
KOJUIGKTUBHOW TaMsaTH ydeHuka beprcoHa — Mopuca XanbOBakca, KOTOPBIH
3TOH mpoOIieMe yremsist 60JIbII0e BHUMAaHHE.

O ToM, uTO pou3BeAeHN [leneBrHa cMeIaoT rpaHuIlbl JIUTEPATYPHOH He-
papxuu (B IETIECHUU €€ Ha ,,BRICOKYIO” U ,,HU3KYIO”), MHACAJ SIMOHCKUN HCCIEH0-
Batens Kasmyxuca MBamoro’. Takoke mureparyposen Munyecu Hymano rooput
0 TIpo0OsIeMe pa3MBIBaHUS TPAHUI] B COBPEMEHHOM pyCcCKOM muTeparype. B cBoeit
crarbe* OH IPUXOIHT K BBIBOJY, UTO IPON3BeIeHHs I1e/IeBHHA Hellb3s OTHECTH HI
K CEpbE3HOI, HU K MaccoBOM uTeparype. MccnenoBarenb CUUTAET, YTO JUIsI OTIpe-

' H. Bergson, Matter and Memory, Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2016.

2 M. Goda, Kioku to rekishi: Rikuru kara no Berukuson saidoku, [B:] Berukuson Busshitsu to
Kioku wo kaiboou suru: Gendai chikaku ron. Jikan-ron. Kokoro notetsugaku tono setsuzoku, pen.
Y. Hiramatsu, Tokyo 2016, c. 105-116.

3 K. Iwamoto, Genjitsu to Gensou to kyuukyo: Pelevin wo meguru Shiron, ,21 seiki COE
puroguramu kenkyu houkoku-syu, Gendai bungei kenkyu no furonthia” 4 , 2004, c. 22-30.

4 M. Hymano, ITenesun, Axynun u Mypakamu: nucamenu, 3anoiusiowue ,, 1akyny” mexcoy ce-
Pbe3HOl u Maccogoll iumepamypoi, ,Slavistika” 16/17, 2001, c¢. 197-210.
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NIeJICHUST TIPOU3BEICHUN dTOTO MHUCATENS JIYUIlIe BCETO MOAXOAUT TEPMUH ,,ITPO-
MeXKyTOYHas JINTeparypa’™.

B xnurax IleneBuHa BedHbIE TEMbI, XapaKTepHbIE IS ,,CEPbE3HON ™ JIUTE-
paryphbl, 3aTpardBaroTCs, IMONydas 0co0O0e, TMOCTMOJEPHUCTCKOE HAIOJHEHUE.
B cBoeM TBopuecTBe mucaTenb 0OpalaeTcs Takke K 00pasy BuzaHTuiickoit nm-
MepuH, KOTOPBIM YacTO BCTpeuaeTcs B Kiaccuueckou nuteparype. [lo moemy
MHEHHUIO, B TIpom3BeAcHUIX lleneBuHa oOHapyXUBaeTCs 00pa3 KOJUICKTHBHOM

naMATH 0 BuzaHTHiicKON UMIIEpHUH, XapaKTEPHBIN JUIsl PyCCKOTO CO3HAHMUSI.

Pacriag CCCP u BausiHHE aMEPUKAHCKOM KYJIBTYPbI

OOparuM BHHMaHHE Ha TO, YTO poMaH JKu3Hb Hacexomvix ObUI OIMyOINKO-
BaH B 1993 roxy, Bckope nocie pacnaga CCCP. JleiicTBue pomaHa MpOUCXOIUT
B KppIMy — ommchIBaeTCsl KpacuBasi IpHUpoAa MOIyocTpoBa. B mpownssenennn
YTIOMHHAETCS aMEPUKAHCKAs PaaHoNepeada o PEUIUi®, OUH U3 TepOeB HAuH-
HAeT U3ydaTh aHMIMHCKMHA A3bIK’, TIOABJAIOTCS OTCHUIKM K CUTyaruu B Poccun
u CHI" nocne pacnaga CCCP. [lonmutnueckoMy KJIMMary B IPOU3BEIEHUH MOCBSI-
1IeHk, HapuMep, cTaThu Xanca I'yncrepa® u Anapes Maxkapuuesa’.

B pomane repou nipezictarot B 00pa3zax jirozield U B 00pazax HacekombIX. Jlroan
000padnBaroTCs B KOMapoB, 6abo4yeK, MOTHIIIBKOB, TApaKaHOB | T. 1. [ epou ¢ Ha-
CEKOMBIMH UMEIOT MHOI'O OOLLEr0: OHU TPYAATCS TAK K€ cTapaTelbHO, KaK Hace-
KOMBIE; UX COJMIKAET U TO, YTO CMEPTH I'€POEB SIBISICTCS TAKOW JK€ He3aMEUCHHOM
1 HE3HAUUTEIILHOM JJIs1 OKPY’KAIOIINX, KAK CMEPTh HACEKOMOTO.

B navasie pomana repou ApHouibi, Aptyp u CaM MpeicTaroT B 00pase ek,
HO TOTOM TIPEBpAIAIOTCS B KOMapoB, COCYIIMX KPOBb Jrofeil. ApHOIBA U Ap-
Typ — pycckue, a Cam — aMepukaHen. B pomane BayxHasi poiib OTBOIUTCS HaIlU-
OHaJIbHBIM MOTHBaM. Kpbuibs 1 x000ToK C3Ma-koMapa BBIIVISLIAT COBCEM HHAYe,
yeM y ApHonbaa U ApTypa: OH BBHIIJISIAUT 3J€TaHTHEE M COBPEMEHHEE ,,pSioM
C JIByMs IPOCTHIMH PyCCKUMH HacekoMbiMu”0, ApTyp ¢ ApHOJIbIOM JIeTAT ,,6a-
6bHMM OpaccoMm, a JBHKeHHs KpbulbeB CaMa ckopee HarmoMuHanu Garrepdmsii”!!.
Apnonba u Aptyp xBanat Cama, oTMedast €ro MPeBOCXOACTRO.

> M. Hymano, ITeresun, Axynun u Mypaxamu. nucamenu, 3anonnsiowue ,, 1akyny” mexicoy
cepbesHoll u maccosoll aumepamypoil, ,,Slavistika” 16/17, 2001, ¢. 197-210.

6 BBI cIymany nepefady U3 HMUKJIA, MOJTOTOBICHHOTO CIEHANbHO Ul HALIeH paaHoCTaH-
LMY TI0 3aKa3y aMEePUKAHCKOH OJIAarOTBOPUTENILHON OpraHu3aiuy « BaBHIOHCKHE PEKI. . . TI0 BOCKpPe-

CeHbsM. .. 1o anpecy: «lomoc boxuity, bincce, Aligaxo, CILIA”. — B. [leneBuH, JKu3Hb Hacekombix,
https://mybook.ru/author/viktor-pelevin/zhizn-nasekomyh/read/ [ nara obpamenus: 15.12.2019].
7 Ibidem.

8 H. Gunster, Post-Soviet Emptiness (Viadimir Makanin and Viltor Peleven), , Journal of Eur-
asian Studies” 2013, Ne 4, ¢. 100-106.

9 A.Makarychev, Political Issues In Russia s Literary Discourse, c. 242—247, http://demokra-
tizatsiya.pub/archives/20 3 9MN2127301564864.pdf [moctym: 15.12.2019].

10 B, [Menesun, Kusno Hacekomvix. ..
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Beck mup

B mpomszBenenusx IlemeBuHa mpencTaBieHBl pa3HbIE KOHIEHIUU ,,MHUpa”
u ,,Bcero Mupa’. JKu3Hb HacekomMublx B 3TOM TIaHE TOXKE HE UCKIIoueHue. Bo BTo-
poli I1aBe poMaHa TOSABIISIOTCS HOBBIE TEPOM — OTEIl U ChIH, KOTOPBIE C WHTepe-
COM CMOTpSAT Ha ApHonbaa, Aptypa 1 Cama. OHU TOXKE NMPEACTAIOT Nepe]] YuTa-
TEeJeM OJJHOBPEMEHHO B JIBYX 00pa3ax: Jto/iel 1 )KyKOB-HAaBO3HUKOB. OTell U ChIH
Pa3MBIIUISFOT 00 YCTPOWCTBE MHpa M O CBOEH cy/noe:

OHU ¢ OTLOM MOJI3YT Yy IOJHOXUS IJIaBHOM €JIKM MHpa CKBO3b OTPOMHbBIE KJIOUbsI BaThl,
n300paXkaroIeld CHET, TON3YyT HEsSCHO, KyAa U OTEI] JIMIIb JeflacT BUII, YTO 3HACT noporylz.

Ortelr 00OBSCHSIET ChIHY, YTO CO BPEMEHEM y ChIHA TOXE OyJIeT CBOM JHa”. Tlo
CIIOBaM OTIIa, TOT, KTO 0baaer ,,Ma”, obiamaer Bcem MHUPOM, TaK KaK JJIs CKapa-
0cst HaBO3HEIH Map — 3TO BECh MHUP. 3aTeM OTeIl, ToImaas oA OCTPHIH KabIyk
KpacHOU Tydmu neBymikH, morndaet. ChIH pemiaeT KUTh TaK, KaK YUYHII €ro I0-
KOMHBIA OTEII.

Ecnu mbl puMemM BO BHUMaHUE TO, 4TO [leneBuH oOpaimaercss B poMaHe
K UCTOPUYECKOM M monuTHUecKoi curyaruu nociue pacnaga CCCP, To o tep-
MUHOM ,,Be€Ch MUP’’ MBI MOkeM moHnMaTh CoBeTckuii Cor03, KOTOPBIA UMET HE
TOJIBKO KOJIOCCAITbHYIO TEPPUTOPHIO, HO 1 OTPOMHOE BIIMSHUE HA APYTHUE CTPAHBI.
Nzydenuem BOIPOCOB rocyIapcTBa M HAlMOHATN3Ma B ITpon3BeeHnsx [leneBnna
3aHUMAJICSI, HAlpUMEp, SMOHCKUN uccnenaoBarensb Koi Cacasimal3. Hecmotps na
TO, YTO B IIpou3BeaeHuu [leneBuHa onucriBaeTcs coBpeMeHHas ucropus Poccun,
Croco0 MOHUMAaHUSI MHpPA MMUCATEJIEM UMEET MHOTO OOIIMX YEPT C ONpeACICHHEM
,,BCETO MHpa” PYCCKUMH KIJIACCHUKaMH (K BOIIPOCY O ,,BCEM MHpe” 0Opaliainch
B XIX Bexe @enop Jlocroesckwmii u JIeB TomncToit). B MUpOBOH NCTOPUH TTOHSTHE
,»BECh MUP” aCCOLIMMPYETCSI YACTO Mpexae Bcero ¢ PuMckoit umnepueid u Buszan-
tueii'4. B pomane IleneBuna KOHIENT ,,BeCh MUP™ CBA3aH MMEHHO ¢ Bh3aHTHii-
CKO uMIriepueil u ee Hacienuuieir — MoCKBOH, Ha3bIBaeMOH ,,I peTbuM Pumom™.

ITIpoBunuMsa Puma

I'epouHs 10 UMEHH MapuHa TOXe OJJHOBPEMEHHO YEJIOBEK U HACEKOMOE —
MypaBeii, BUIUT OKPYKAIOILYIO €€ KPacoTy MPHPOIbI U MOHUMAET MUDP BOKPYT
ce0s 10-CBOEMY:

12 Ibidem.

13 K. Sasayama, ,,Kuu " to kokka: V. Pelevin no Sousaku ni okeru nashonarizumu heno shisen,
,,Roshia-go roshia-bungaku kenkyu™ 49, 2017, c. 129-147.

14 D. Obolensky, The Byzantine Commonwealth: Eastern Europe, 500-1453, New York 1971;
A. Kaldellis, Hellenism in Byzantium: The Transformations of Greek Identity and the Reception
of the Classical Tradition, Cambridge 2007; G. Page, Being Byzantine: Greel Identity before the
Ottomans, Cambridge 2008.
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Mup Bokpyr Obur npekpaceH. Ho B ueM MMEHHO 3aKiIIO¥aiach 3Ta KpacoTa, cKa3aTb
ObLJIO TPY/HO: B MPEAMETAX, U3 KOTOPBIX COCTOSIT MUD, B JIEPEBbIX, CKaMelKax, o0Iakax, mpo-
XOKHX — HHYEro 0COOCHHOro Bpoze Obl He ObLIO, HO BCE BMECTE CKIIA[BIBAIOCH B SICHOE
o6eIITaHIe CIACTES, B YECTHOE CII0BO, KOTOPOE aBala KH3Hb HETIOHATHO 110 KaKOMY MOBOTy .

BcnomunM, uto MapuHa BBIIONHSIET JEHCTBUS, MPUCYIIINAE YEIOBEKY (CMO-
TPUT (PHIEM B KWHOTEATPE) U HACCKOMOMY (POET HOPY B 3eMJI€, OTKJIAIILIBACT
giiia, Kak Mypaseii). Bo BpeMs TpymHO# paOoThI eif kaxeTcs, Kak OyaTo ,,0T BCETO
MHPa OCTaJIHCh TONBKO 3eMIIS, KAMHH ¥ cOBOK”'©. Omrymas Mup BokpyT ce6st Kak
4acTh ,,BCEro MUpa” U UCTOPHUM, OHA UYBCTBYET ,,JpeBHOCTH” KpbIMa, KOTOpHIH
B JICTHIOIO HOYb MpEBpaIaeTcs B TPOBUHIMIO PriMa. JTO omylieHne m03BOseT
el cTaTh 4acThl0 HEMPEPHIBHOTO HCTOPHUYECKOTO BPEMEHH, YCIBIIIATh U YBHJICTh
MHpP TaK, KaK JIOIA YyBCTBOBAIH €ro ,,Torma”’. B cosmanmm MapwHbI OBIBIIHI
Cogerckuii Coro3 MOCTOSIHHO accouuupyercst ¢ Pumom, u 3emis Kpeima Toxe
cBsi3aHa ¢ Pumom:

VIuBUTENBHO KpacuBa KPbIMCKas HOYb. TeMHes, HeOO MOAHMMAETCs BBIIIE, U HA HEM
SCHO TPOCTYMAIOT 3Be3[bl. M3 Bcecoro3HON 3apaBHUIBI KpbIM HE3aMeTHO MpeBpaIlaeTcs
B PUMCKYIO NPOBHHIIMIO, U B Iyl O)KUBAIOT HEBBIPA3HMO MOHSITHBIE YyBCTBA BCEX TEX, KTO
TaK e CTOST KOT/]a-TO Ha JIPEBHUX HOYHBIX JIOPOTax, CIyIIall TPECK IUKAL 1, HA O 4eM 0C000
He IyMmasi, TIIsiiell B He0o. Y3KHe M IpsIMble KMIapHChl KaXKyTCsl KOJIOHHAMH, OCTABIINMHUCS
OT JTaBHO CHECEHHBIX 3[aHMH, MOpPE IIIyMHUT TOYHO TaK e, Kak TOrAa (4To OBl 3TO ,,Torna’” HU
3HAYMIIO), M TIepe]] TeM, KaK TOJIKHYTh HABO3HBIH IIap Jabllle, yCIeBaelb Ha MUT OIIyTHTH,
JI0 4€ro 3arajioyHa U HEMOCTHKMMa XM3Hb M KaKyl0 KPOXOTHYIO 4acTh TOTO, UEM OHA MOIa

OBl OBITh, MBI HA3BIBAEM ITHM CIIOBOM' /.

BaxHO OTMETHTbH U TO, YTO YK€ C JPEBHOCTH CUUTAJIOCH, YTO MaMSTh CBS-
3aHa ¢ KOHKpeTHBIM MecToMm'®. B JIpeBHeii I'pernu 0COGEHHO MEHMIOCh HCKYC-
CTBO 3alIOMHHAHUS — MHEMOHHUKA, a OJUIETBOPEHNUEM MaMATH B JpeBHErpede-
cKoit Mugonoruu seasaack Goruas Muemosuna!®. TIpeanonaranock, uto momm
MOTYT XOPOLIO 3allOMHHATh JII000€ SIBJIEHHE, KOIJd OHU CO3HATEJILHO COOTHOCST
ero ¢ kakuM-Hu6yas Mectom”’. Tak, B pomane IleneBrHa KOJIEKTHBHAS TIAMSTH
PYCCKHUX CBsI3aHa ¢ TAKUMU MecTaMu, Kak Pum u Buzantuiickas umnepus. Kon-
LENT ,,MEeCTO ’/,,TeppUTOPHUS” B CO3HAHUH PYCCKUX A0 CHUX MOP ACCOLUHUPYETCS HE
TOJIBKO C TOPIOCTBIO HAapoJa U TOCYAapcTBa, HO U ¢ JMYHOH ku3HbI0. Jlo06aBuMm,
YTO KOTJa Pedb HJIET O U3yueHHH (peHOMEeHa MaMsITH B MHPOBOH JIUTEpaType, TO
€e COOTHOCST He TOJIBKO C reorpaduyeckuM noioxeHneMm. Hanpumep, nurepa-

15 B, [enesun, Kusno Hacekomvix. ..

16 Ihidem.

17" Ibidem.

18 H.J. Kaiza, Augusuthinusu: Jikan to kioku, nep. Y. Kosaka, Shinchi-syobou, Tokyo 1990.

19 A. Teitsu Furansesu, Kioku-jyutu, Tokyo 1993; K. Kuwanoki, Kioku-jyutu-zenshi: Mun-
emosyune no Kyouen, Osaka 2018; A. Whitehead, M. Rossington, Theories of Memory: A Reader,
Baltimore 2017.

20 A, Teitsu Furansesu, Kioku-jyutu...; K. Kuwanoki, Kioku-jyutu-zenshi. ..
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TypoBen AHHHM YaiTxeq oTMedaeT, 4To nmamsath y [Ipycra umeer ,,pusudeckoe”
BOILTOIICHNE, TAK KaK OHA CBA3aHA C 3aIIaxOM>..

Tperuit Pum

I'eponns pomana, pycckas neByika Hararra, Bcrpedascs ¢ amepukaniem Coa-
MOM, CTapaeTcs TOBOPUTH C HUM TOJIBKO MO-aHIIHHCKH. CaM TOBOPUT €M, YTO XOTA
Poccuro Ha3pIBaIOT TPETHUM PUMOM, €Cli TpOoYuTaTh CIIOBO ,,PUM™’ Ha000pOT, TO
nomyanres dpasa ,,Tpetnii Mup”>2. D10 NOHAMAHHE MHpA CBSA3aHO C HTPOi CIIOB,
xapakTepHoil nist TBopuectBa IleneBuna. Harama HaunHaeT roBOPUTH O MEPBOM
Pume, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB UX Pa3roBOp KOHYAeTcs TeM, uto Poccus — Oennast crpa-
Ha TpeTbero mupa. Harama cripammsaer Cama, T71e HaX0UTCS BTOPOH MUP, HA YTO
CaM oTBEYaeT, 4TO BTOPOI MUP HE CYIIECTBYET.

PasroBop o TpeTheM 1 BTOPOM MUpax mapoaupyer gpasy ,,MockBa — TpeTuit
Pum”. Kak m3BecTHO, Takoe mousATre chopmupoBaioch B XV—XVI Bekax B Be-
nukoM KHsxkecTBe MockoBckoM. [Tocne nagenus Koncrtantunonons Usan 111 sxe-
Huiics Ha Codne [laneornor, rieMsHHUIE MOCIEAHET0 UMIeparopa Buzantuu
Koncrantunononsa XI [Taneonmora. 3To nerio B 0CHOBY moHUMaHusi Poccun kak
IpaBonpeeMHuLbl Buszantuiickoil umnepuun. Hecmorps Ha To, uto Busanruiickas
MMIIepHs JaBHO HE CYIIECTBYET, MaMATh O Hell mopora Harame u natepecHa Co-
My. Takum 00pa3oM MOXXHO TOBOPHTH O TOM, YTO MaMsATh O BHU3aHTHICKON MM-
TIEPUX OKa3bIBAaCT KIIFOUEBOE BIUSHUE HAa (DOPMUPOBAHUE MPEICTABICHUH TepOeB
0 COBPEMEHHOM MUDE.

B necsroii rmase pomana Harama rosoput o ToM, 4To B Poccun y HaceKOMBbIX
HET TpaB U 4To uTh B Poccun crpamno. Ona npocut CsMa, 4ToOBI TOT B35I €€
¢ co6oii B CIIIA, HO He MONYYaeT OT HEro yTBEpAUTEILHOTO OTBeTa%>,

Tema BTOpOro Mupa NOJHUMAETCS €IIE B pa3roBope APYyrux repoeB — Mu-
1 1 Jlumel, B TiaBe Bmopoii mup. I'epon 4acto BenyT Qpuitocodckre pa3roBops
0 CBETE M ThME, O KU3HH U CMEPTH, O COJIHIIE U JIYHE, O JHEBHBIX 0a00YKax U MO-
ThUIbKaxX. Bo BpeMs pa3roBopa MuTs Ha4MHAET pacCy’k/1aTh O B3aUMOCBS3H BCEX
ITHX SIBIEHHUN. [epoit GopeTcst Co CBOUM MEPTBBIM TEJIOM, HATOMHHAIOIINM 30M-
Ou 3 aMepHuKaHCKUX (PUITHMOB. MUTS 3aMeJaeT, YTO €ro MEPTBOE TEJO TIOBTOPSIET
€ro JIBI)KEHHU4, a ,,BCE TO, YTO OH JyMAET, JyMaeT HE OH, a prn”24. MozkHo 1ipe-
MOJIOXKHTh, UTO OOpHOa MepcoHaka C €ro MEPTBBIM TEJIOM SBISETCS MeTadopoi
orHoutenuii CILIA u 6piBiero Coserckoro Coro3a, KOTOpbIE, HAHOCS APYT IPYTy
MOJINTUYECKUE Yapbl, CAMU CTAHOBUWJINACH KEPTBON CBOUX JCHUCTBUM.

B npyrux npoussenenusx [leneBnna Taxxe MHOTOKPATHO TIOBTOPSIETCS TEMa
,Mupa” u ,,Bcero mupa”’. Hampumep, B Oumonoeuu demcmea OMHUCHIBACTCS TI0-
HUMaHHe MHpa peOeHKoM. B Huke Toxe pedb HIET O KOHIENIHA Mupa. B poma-

2l A. Whitehead, Kiooku wo meguru jinmongaku, mep. N. Mimura, Tokyo 2017, c. 144.
22 B. IeneBuH, JKu3Hb HACCKOMBIX. ..

23 Ibidem.

24 Ibidem.

Slavica Wratislaviensia 173, 2020
© for this edition by CNS



88 « Ritsuko Kidera

e S.N.U.F.F. mosiBnisieTcs CTpaHa ¢ Ha3BaHWeM BU3aHTHyM, KOTOpOE, OUEBHIIHO,
npoucxonut ot Buzantun. B npoussenenusix IlesneBuHa, onuchiBarolnX COBpe-
MEHHOE noioxkeHue Poccuu, 4acTo MOJHUMAETCSI BOIIPOC O MUPE U YalIe BCETO
3TO cBsA3aHO ¢ Buzantueil. B JKuznu nacexomsix napoaupyercst He TOJIbBKO COBpe-
MEHHOE TojoxeHue Poccun, KoTopyro mucaresib OTHOCUT K TPEThEMY MHUPY, HO
U noHuManue Poccun kak HacleIHUIIBI U MPaBOMpeeMHUIIBI Bu3zantuu, oTpaxa-
I0IIIeeCs B JINYHOM KU3HU JIFOJIEW U B UX MUPOOULYIIICHHUH.
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The Memory of the Byzantine Empire
in the Novel The Life of Insects by Victor Pelevin

Summary

In the works of Victor Pelevin we often find matching concepts of “world” and “the whole
world”. The reality presented in such a way in the novel The Life of Insects may refer to the memory
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of the Byzantine Empire. This article is devoted to the analysis of this issue based on Maurice
Halbwachs’ theory, an important part of which is the understanding of the role of history in
collective memory.

Victor Pelevin describes his contemporary Russia: the atmosphere after the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the influence of American culture on the lives of its inhabitants. Interestingly,
the situation of the country prompts its citizens to reflection, which, with reference to the theory of
collective memory, revolves around Byzantium. The novel is set in Crimea, which in some respects
reminds its inhabitants of Rome, and the concept of Russia as the “Third World” is tied to the idea
of the “Third Rome”. The motif of the Byzantine Empire, on the other hand, is accompanied by the
histories of ordinary citizens who, referring to their personal lives, create their own image of the
“whole world”.

Keywords: Victor Pelevin, Third Rome, history, Maurice Halbwachs, collective memory

Pamig¢ o Cesarstwie Bizantyjskim
w powiesci Wiktora Pielewina Zycie owadow

Streszczenie

W dzietach Wiktora Pielewina czgsto odnajdujemy korespondujace z sobg pojecia ,,$wiata”
i ,catego $wiata”. Przedstawiony w ten sposob obraz rzeczywistosci w powiesci Zycie owadow
moze nawigzywac¢ do pamigci o Cesarstwie Bizantyjskim. Niniejszy artykul poswigcony jest
analizie tego zagadnienia na podstawie teorii Maurice’a Halbwachsa, ktorej istotng czgscig jest
pojmowanie roli historii w pamigci zbiorowe;j.

Pielewin ukazuje wspolczesng mu Rosje: atmosfere po rozpadzie Zwiazku Radzieckiego
oraz wpltyw kultury amerykanskiej na zycie jej mieszkancow. Pokazuje, ze sytuacja kraju sktania
jego obywateli do przemyslen krazacych wokoét Bizancjum. Akcja powiesci toczy si¢ na Krymie,
ktory pod pewnymi wzglgdami przypomina jego mieszkancom Rzym, a koncepcja Rosji jako
,Trzeciego Swiata” wigze si¢ z ideg ,,Trzeciego Rzymu”. Motyw za$ Cesarstwa Bizantyjskiego
towarzyszy historii zwyktych obywateli, ktorzy odwotujac si¢ do swojego zycia osobistego, kreuja
wlasne wyobrazenie ,,calego §wiata”.

Stowa kluczowe: Wiktor Pielewin, ,,Trzeci Rzym”, historia, Maurice Halbwachs, pamig¢
kolektywna
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