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The idea of a united Europe at the regional 
or continental level was not only present in 
the Polish socialists’ minds. Many political 
trends, parties and social circles took this 
idea into theoretical consideration. More-
over, the issue of European integration was 
not characteristic of the 19th- and 20th-cen-
tury Polish political thought.

The question of European integration 
was discussed in the Piasts’ period.  How-
ever, the discussions were not extensive 
and did not develop distinct conceptions. 
The ideas resembled idealistic aspirations, 
which European countries should achieve 
drawing on the experience of Imperium Ro-
manum and adjusting it to the conditions of 
European in which states were in the early 
Middle Ages.1 Simplifying: Polish political 
thought started from the assumption that 
Europe would be a confederation of federal  
associations, and a primary integrating fac-
tor should be the state and monarch. So in-
tegrated the continent was to be led by an 
emperor or a  pope in whose powers were 
international policy, questions of war and 
peace, the forming of ideological and cultural 
bases of the community as well as educa-
tion and science.2 However, federal associ-
ations were to include individual regions of 
the continent, thus states: Germanic, Latin 
and Slavic. Polish political thought did 

not consider the issue of national identity 
and European awareness. However, feudal 
economy existing at that time exempted the 
contemporary ideologists and politicians 
from  the analysis of economic integration 
within the European framework. 

Analysing Polish thought in this scope, 
one might find that integrating factors were 
to be the following: the state-monarchy, the 
institution of an emperor or a pope, ideolog-
ically Christian community and the achieve-
ment of European aims — peace, security 
and hegemony in the world at that time. 
Universities and the administration system 
of the Church as an integrating factor seem 
to be noteworthy. Although, in Polish pol- 
itical thought these institutions are not indi-
cated directly, political elites acknowledged 
their role in forming a  European commu-
nity.3  

In the Renaissance, the idea of integration 
awoke keen interest. This period was of spe-
cial importance to the development of Polish 
political thought and it did not take place due 
to both the cultural progress of Europe and 
the progress of civilisation of Europe. Polish 
political thought on integration met with 
its political realisation in the form of Cen-
tral European union of the Jagiellons which 
survived till 1526.4 Its beginning and the 
first phase was connected with the Union of 
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Krewo and the Union of Horodlo, giving rise 
to the establishment of the Polish-Lithuanian 
state of a confederation character. The Jagiel-
lonian idea in the scope of integration basis 
and political solutions was not understood 
by the political West and East of Europe, in 
which modern universalism and absolutism 
dominated. In the studies on political and 
historical issues, there has not been found 
a full explanation, Concerning efficient func-
tioning of so-colled Jagiellonian democracy, 
which supported a superpower role of the 
Jagiellonian confederation under the leader-
ship of Poland. The functioning of internal 
bodies in the confederation and its position 
in the European arena surrounded by abso-
lutism need some thought. It is also an im-
portant research postulate. The assumptions 
of the Jagiellonian democracy were more in 
line with the ideology of the Renaissance than 
the doctrine of absolutism. 

The Jagiellonian idea of integration, 
from the second half of the 14th century 
to the first half of the 17th century, en-
dorsed regional associations in Europe, 
mainly in its central and southern regions. 
However, the possibility of the creation of 
a  continental association was discounted. 
It results from the fact that the organisa-
tion of the contin-ent in the form of re-
gional confederations was a proposal to the 
whole Europe. It must be underlined that 
the Jagiellonian confeder-ation competed 
with absolutist states, taking on national 
character, and for Ottoman empire, with 
which it fought for a sphere of influence in 
southern Europe. In spite of defeats expe-
rienced in the 16th century, the idea of the 
Jagiellonian confederation was an ideologi-
cally political inspiration to the societies of 
central and southern Europe till the first 
half of the 17th century.5 Another matter 
is why the Jagiellonian confederation suf-
fered  a defeat in a clash with universalism 
and absolutism. The idea of confederation 
in the era of forming national awareness 

did not stand a  chance of quickly becom-
inga  reality on the continent. Only intel-
lectual elites of the West advocated the 
concept; political elites desired integration 
through conquest.6 Integration was associ-
ated with incorporation. One needs to no-
tice that the terms — union, confederation 
and feder-ation — were used very rarely in 
European and Polish political thought and 
were used interchangeably while referring 
to a confederation of states.

Polish and European thought of the Re-
naissance still did not appreciate the role of 
the nation and cultural and historical ties 
with other societies. Polish political thought 
was original in this matter as it pushed civil 
rights and political solutions as important 
factors up the integration agenda. Obvious-
ly, they were not as important as the institu-
tion of the state itself.7

For Polish political thought, the state was 
the most important integration factor. Only 
at the end of the 19th century one might ob-
serve a gradual redefinition of Polish integra-
tion conceptions in which the nation under-
stood as a civil nation or a civil society was 
equally valued.8  

The system of mixed monarchy and 
the liberal rule of the Jagiellons based on the 
developed local government of the gentry 
were valued by the civil part of societies of 
the Central European confederation. It may 
be assumed that the Jagiellonian democracy 
demonstrated also a good example for those 
societies surrounding the Central European 
confeder-ation. Thus, one might agree with 
Jan Ekes who stated that “The rule of the Jagiel- 
lons facilitated the process which enabled 
the development of more independent and 
more national society and which brought 
some kind of specific character to Central 
Europe. This process unfolded till the first 
half of the 17th century, and before it slowed 
down later on, it brought relatively beneficial 
results both in political and cultural respects. 
The Czechs, Hungarians and southern Slavs 
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had an opportunity to show their cultural 
development under the Jagiellonian rule.”9 
As this quotation illustrates, the Jagiel- 
lonian confederation also facilitated the 
process of national integration stimulating 
Slavic ties.

From the second half of the 17th cen-
tury till the collapse of Polish statehood, the 
Polish idea of the integration of Europe in 
Polish political thought appeared sporadic-
ally. The main emphasis was put on the re-
taining of independence of Poland as a  re-
sult of system reforms. Attempts were made 
to erase a separate identity of Latvia, as re-
flected in the regulations of Constitution of 
May 3, 1791 and attempts to restrict civil 
rights and the scope of local authorities.10 
Even a  democratic and patriotic trend was 
“swept by a  political wind” from the East 
and West despite the gradual materialisation 
of the Enlightenment slogans. Additionally, 
the Enlightenment ideas reached the coun-
try with some delay. 

However, the collapse of the Polish state 
and the Enlightenment values spreading 
widely, originating from the doctrine of 
Charles L. Montesquieu, François M. Wolter 
and Jean J. Rousseau had an influence on the 
return of the integration concepts to Polish 
political thought. The most developed con-
ceptions in the light of the Enlightenment 
common values and ideas were presented 
by Stanisław Staszic and Hugo Kołłątaj. 
However, their assumptions were burdened 
with the collapse of statehood, thus liberal 
values and democratic political solutions 
were marginalised as integration factors. 
The issue of awareness of national and cul-
tural identity, which was becoming thorny 
in Europe, and which Staszic and Kołłątaj 
were familiar with, could not be dealt with 
in the context of the issue of integration. It 
was noticeable in the deliberations of Staszic 
about the role of the Slavs in Europe. Thus, 
the main subject of integration was to be the 
state. The interest of existence of the state 

became the most principal political rec-
ommendation or even moral one.11 Both 
thinkers were supporters of a  continen-
tal confederation in which a  superpower 
would take the lead. Such a  political order 
in Europe was to lead to the rebuilding of 
independence. The all-Europe confeder- 
ation was to be a means, and not an objective 
in the assumptions of Staszic and Kołłątaj. 
One might need to notice two cases of dif-
ferences in the opinions of Enlightenment 
thinkers: firstly, Staszic saw the future of in-
tegrated Europe under the leadership of the 
Slavs, that is Poland and Russia; secondly, 
Kołłątaj did not consider Russia as a Euro-
pean country, Europe stretched only as far 
as Polish eastern borders. Moreover, he as-
sumed that France should lead a confederate 
Europe.12 Stanisław Leszczyński in the book 
titled Memoriał utwierdzenia pokoju gene-
ralnego presented the ideas similar to those
expressed by Kołłątaj.13 Jan K. Skrzetuski 
proposed the most developed project of 
integration in whose assumptions not only 
a pacifistic threat but the prevalence of inter- 
national law over national law must be em-
phasised. Skrzetuski’s project proved that 
a participant in the Thursday Dinners spoke 
for a  European league of states as a  closer 
confederation in political terms than it re-
sulted from the assumptions of Staszic, 
Kołłątaj or Leszczyński.14

Polish socialists of the 19th and 20th 
centuries not only referred to integrative 
assumptions of the Jagiellonian period or 
to the Enlightenment thinkers mentioned 
above, but also to the ideas of the Roman-
ticists, in particular the Polish Democratic 
Society (PDS) and the Communities of the 
Polish People. It must be acknowledged that 
socialists were affected by the principles of 
the Romanticists’ thinking, according to 
which intentions were more important than 
the existing reality. Such a perception of the 
world was present in the 1890s as well as in 
the interwar period.15
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In the first half of the 19th century con-
temporary nations started to form states em-
phasising their national character. The ideas 
of the Polish Romanticism were under the 
influence of philosophic system of Georg 
Hegel who underlined, among others, the 
significance of an individual’s role in the his-
tory of humankind and the order of the 
political world. Mysticism also influenced 
Polish emigration thought; Adam Mickie- 
wicz, who had a monopoly on defining the 
forms of struggle for liberation and the fu-
ture of a  Polish political system among 
Polish thinkers, identified with its views for 
some time.16 

European political thought of the Roman-
tic period valued especially the categories of 
the nation and the  role of an individual as 
much as Poland tried to combine the value 
of the nation and the necessity of democrat-
ic changes in its structure with the value of 
the state. According to Polish Romanticistsʼ 
opinion, the value of the state could not be 
separated from the value of the nation.17 At 
the same time, the nation was understood 
as a civil society which would be one of the 
most important factors integrating Europe. 
The Polish society was a symbol of such a na-
tion owing to its historical and political ex-
perience. Thus, a democratic state, a civil na-
tion and a political system based on vast local 
government of people coming into existence 
as a result of a national democratic revolution 
driven by the ideas of patriotism, would be the 
most fundamental factor serving integration. 
Such opinions, taking on the shape of con-
ception, were visible in Maurycy Mochnacki, 
Joachim Lelewel, Józef M. Hoene-Wroński 
and Wojciech B. Jaszczębowski, who drew on 
Jan K. Skrzetuski’s assumptions concerning 
the integration of Europe.18

According to the assumptions of Polish 
ideologists, Europe was to be  a confederate 
association of national states in which free-
dom, ownership and a  cultural life would 
be subject to national laws; however, exist-

ence, independence and economic devel-
opment were to be subject to all-European 
laws. Democratic political system based on 
the supremacy of legislative power over ex-
ecutive and administrative powers and vast 
local government was to be introduced in 
all European countries. One might say that 
de Gaul’s concept of “Europe of Nations” re-
ferred to the idea of integration of Polish Ro-
mantic thought. For the sake of accuracy of 
description of the Polish idea of integration, 
in the development to which Adam J. Czar-
toryski contributed, it must be underlined 
that economic issues were underestimated 
and the role of the Slavs was significant to 
the future development of mankind. Opin-
ions concerning the creation of central Euro- 
pean confederation, as part of continental 
confederation, were aired here and there.

Polish political thought regarding Euro-
pean integration in the 1830s and 1840s ad-
vanced mainly by Polish thinkers in exile. It 
was under the influence of ideologists from 
PDS and the Lambert Hotel. Other move-
ments, for example the Communities of 
Polish People, had a  small influence on the 
formation of political thought. PDS, to which 
the socialist movement would refer in the fu-
ture, adhered to radical reforms, aiming for 
profound changes in social and political rela-
tions present at that time in the pre-partition 
Poland. Those changes were to be brought 
about by a  social revolution. The revolution 
was to take on the nature of a national upris-
ing, combining the aims of regaining the inde-
pendence with reforms of political system.19 
Hopes for all-European, socio-democratic 
confederation were linked with the outbreak 
of a national uprising. From the mid-thirties 
social democrats abandoned airing the view 
on the possibility of the outbreak of an all-
European revolution. The idea of continental 
integration was toned down in favour of the 
association of Central-European states.20

The conceptions of PDS concerning in-
tegration were so general that it is difficult 
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to define the principles of integration of Slav 
countries. Obviously, it was to be a confed-
eration; however, the core principles of inte-
gration were applied to Poland and Lithua-
nia because of the legacy of joint statehood. 
The nation as an integration factor was equal 
to the state, especially that social democrats 
equated the nation with the state. The mi-
norities living in the territory of the pre-par-
tition Republic of Poland were considered as 
constituting a  Polish nation. Also, a  social 
revolution and a republican system, brought 
about by the above-mentioned social revo-
lution, were important factors determin-
ing integration based on the separation of 
powers and local government of citizens.21 

Social democrats, being under the influ-
ence of Romanticists, highlighted the signifi- 
cance of human rights and civil societies in 
their programmes. They equated these two 
values with the state. Some researches hold 
an opinion that the category of civil society 
was fundamental for the theoretical thought 
of PDS.22 A closer analysis of programmes 
and articles of the Society justifies this view 
as it indicates that the theories of the nation 
and a  future model of political system of 
the Republic of Poland formulated by social 
democrats derived from the notion of civil 
society.  

Adam Czartoryski and the Communities 
of Polish People had a lesser influence on the 
concept formation of integration of the so-
cialist movement. Programme and ideologic-
al assumptions of the latter were an example 
of Romantic socio-radical utopias. The lead-
ers of PDS were familiar with utopism, they 
did not recognise, in the case of integration 
concepts, the social and political internation-
al reality of that time.  

Polish socialist thought developing since 
the 1870s referred not only to theoretical 
discussions of social democrats, but also to 
the Jagiellonian idea. Federalist concepts 
referred also to Central-East Europe. A con-
ception of the European confederation ap-

peared rarely and only in articles on political 
subjects. However, it appeared frequently in 
programmes of the revolutionary Polish So-
cialist Party-Left, which promoted a utopian 
and vague plan of a popular revolution lead-
ing to the socialist European confederation 
based on the rules of a federation. An issue 
of national identity was of secondary im-
portance for the Polish Socialist Party-Left’s 
ideologists.23 The Polish Socialist Party, later 
the Polish Socialist Party — former Revo-
lutionary Faction, took into consideration 
national identity, but this issue was a weak 
point of a regional confederation. The Polish 
Socialist Party leaders were solving this na-
tional identity problem by the politically or-
ganised structure of a confederation, adopt-
ing the rule “free with the free, equal with 
the equal” and creating a civil society.24 The 
key factor of integration was of course the 
state; a regional confederation was to be of 
a  federated confederation character, which 
was to evolve into a  federation. Analysing 
the programmes, one may conclude that Po-
land and Lithuania were to create joint state-
hood with federal characteristics. The Polish 
Socialist Party — Revolutionary Faction 
specified neither the basis for this federation 
nor its rules. Latvia and Estonia were to cre-
ate a confederation. 

An economic factor was of minor im-
portance for the concept of integration. 
The confederation was to secure the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of Central-East 
European countries — Poland, Lithuania, 
Latvia and Estonia — against Russia and 
Germany. Hence, the state was the main 
factor of integration. It is worth mention-
ing that Polish socialists limited the terri-
tory of the future confederation to the north 
of Central-East Europe, with Poland in its 
borders from 1772. This territorial concept 
would be present in socialists’ plans till, at 
least, 1922.25

The adopted rule “free with the free, equal 
with the equal” was to refer to the states of 
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the confederation and to create a  political 
system and the relations between a state and 
a citizen. For confederated statehood, a pol-
itical system was to be created by three main 
concepts: democracy, socialism and liberal-
ism. That is why the subordinate role of the 
state’s institutions to a citizen, parliamentary 
democracy with the elements of direct dem-
ocracy and the actual freedom and equal-
ity of citizens in the social sphere were as-
sumed. The concept of the social state was 
to be based on social free market economy. 
Reforms, not a revolution in the form of civil 
war, were to lead to the creation of vast local 
governments: territorial, cultural and pro-
fessional and organizations, which are now 
called non-governmental. A vast local gov-
ernment was appreciated by members of the 
Polish Socialist Party because of ideological 
reasons and was based on the fact that na-
tional minorities existed in the first Polish 
Republic.26 

Polish socialists also had a backup plan 
for the concept of integration. Its assump-
tions were present in articles of the Polish 
Socialist Party on political subjects till 1916. 
As the assumptions were rather defined 
in general terms, it is difficult to carry out 
a detailed analysis. It is important to men-
tion that such a  plan existed, and it aimed 
at transforming the dual Austro-Hungarian 
monarchy into a tripartite one, with the par-
ticipation of Poland. 

Political thought of the Polish Social-
ist Party towards the integration of Europe 
till 1922 did not undergo any significant 
changes. It is proven by the idea of creating 
the Baltic Union and the confirmation of 
factors influencing substantially the regional 
integration.27 

A marked change in the idea of integra-
tion occurred since 1924. European inte-
gration in the form of the Union of Nations 
of Europe or the United States of Europe 
(USE) or a  regional confederation under 
the aegis of Poland, was not included in 

programmes and the Polish socialist move-
ment was not interested in it any more. The 
socialist movement and the Polish Social-
ist Party were interested in the issue from 
a perspective of creating a continent-wide 
political structure. Vagueness of concepts 
of the United States of Europe and a region-
al confederation was caused by bad pol- 
itical conditions in the international arena 
and the perception of confederate associa-
tions as the ideal to achieve.28 

The state remained the key factor which 
was to integrate Europe. It was visible that 
this factor was gaining importance. Mem-
bers of the Polish Socialist Party and the ad-
herents of Józef Piłsudski assumed that the 
state was threatened by the USRR and Ger-
many. However, a  bigger threat was posed 
by the eastern neighbour. The importance of 
the state and its security creating European 
integration was emphasised by a  foreign 
policy rule adopted by the Polish Socialist 
Party, under the influence of the Geneva 
Protocol, the triad: security–disarmament–
arbitration. The USSR could have joined the 
USE only after democratisation of its pol- 
itical system.29 

The factor of integration such as a civil so-
ciety was not present in thought of the Polish 
Socialist Party. It does not mean underesti-
mating its importance, but the confederation 
was to, first of all, provide Polish national se-
curity and keep the world peace; that is why 
the main focus was on international issues. It 
was proposed to create the Union of Nations, 
as a  loose confederation securing the world 
against war, and to dissolve, not very effective 
in this area, the League of Nations. 

A novelty in political thought was an em-
phasis on a socio-economic factor. The Polish 
Socialist Party proposed rules and social and 
economic solutions which are now present in 
the European Union. Emphasised since mid-
twenties, the socio-economic factor, with the 
possibility of free movement of people and 
capital, shows how realistic the party leaders 
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were and proves that the concept equalized 
political and economic factors.30 

Polish socialists focusing on the security 
of the Republic of Poland and political real-
ities, proposed to organise the USE as a con-
federation in their enunciations, and used 
a modern expression, at two speeds. It was 
taken into account that European integration 
is only possible with the co-operation with 
Great Britain, France, Germany, and Italy. 
That is why the Polish Socialist Party was 
ready to accept the political and economic 
dominance of these countries in the future 
association. However, it was made clear that 
such dominance, especially the political one, 
cannot be used against any USE member.31 

A similar position on European integra-
tion was taken by the Polish Socialist Party 
— former Revolutionary Faction. However, 
being under the Sanation it could not accept 
the dominant political role of western super- 
powers and Germany in the continental 
bloc. It did not admit the possibility of join-
ing the confederation by the USSR, even 
after defeating Bolshevism. Even left-wing 
socialists of the Independent Socialist La-
bour Party did not take the idea of the USE 
up. It occasionally appeared in articles on 
political subjects. The independent admit-
ted the possibility of creating the socialist 
Union of Nations. It was to take place after 
introducing the socialist rule in all countries 
and changing some solutions in the political 
system of the USSR.32 

The Polish Socialist Party rarely returned 
to the regional concept only during the pe-
riods of political tensions in Europe. The  
Polish Socialist Party — former Revolu-
tionary Faction and socialist left wing did 
not express any opinions. Since mid-twen-
ties  the Polish socialist movement appreci-
ated the socio-economic factor in creating 
the basis for the future regional association 
in Central-East Europe. It is worth men-
tioning that members of the Polish Social-
ist Party changed their minds as to a scope 

of the territory of the potential integration. 
The main partner for that happened to be 
Czechoslovakia, not the Baltic states. The fu-
ture Polish-Czechoslovak federation was to 
be the core of the regional confederation, in-
cluding Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia and 
other small Baltic states. At this point of the 
research, it is hard to estimate the influence 
of the Jagiellonian idea, but the influence of 
the political situation in Europe in the mid-
twenties was substantial.33 

The war and the occupation of Poland 
influenced the development of political 
thought in the area of integration of the 
socialists connected with the Polish Social-
ist Party — Freedom, Equality, Independ-
ence and socialist left-wing — the Workers’ 
Polish Socialist Party. It is not a unique phe-
nomenon that in the periods of stateless-
ness or political tensions, Polish political 
thought marked its development. It was easy 
to produce ideas, plans and programmes 
when there was no state, because it was dif-
ficult to verify them and confront with the 
reality. That is why the ideas and concepts 
were revolutionary and utopian. It is not an 
accusation, as many utopias contributed to 
the creation and modification of the socio-
political reality. Paradoxically, national tra-
gedies contribute to theoretical disputes and 
political thought. It was like that in the case 
of the Polish socialist movement between 
1939 and 1945, when the socialist democrats 
and the left-wing socialists developed their 
concepts of integration.

Under the new political circumstances, 
socialist political thought of the Freedom, 
Equality, Independence partially mod-
ified the range of key factors, which were to 
build the regional, continental and world in-
tegration. The crucial factors were to be the 
national security and civil society, shaped as 
a  result of the political system called “civil 
democracy.”34 The emphasised significance 
of the state was visibly limited, the same 
happened to the economic factor. The inte-
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gration was to include all the countries, in 
the shape of the Union of Nations. However, 
socialist thought analysed mainly the or-
ganising of Europe. The European continent 
was to be divided into regional confeder- 
ations. The ideologists disputed over the cre-
ation of the United States of Europe. The pol-
icy of the “two speeds” and the dominance of 
superpowers were feared. That is why it was 
emphasised that superpowers should not 
be included in the continental and regional 
confederations, with the exception of Great 
Britain. The federal regional confederations 
were supported, and Central-East and South 
European countries and confederations 
such as the United States of Europe and the  
Union of Nations were emphasised.35 

Gradually, the federation of Central-East 
and South Europe was to take over sovereign 
laws of each country, becoming the super-
state, following the example of the United 
States of America, the “third power” in Eur-
ope. The Union of Nations was also to evolve 
into a federation. However, in Polish social-
ists’ opinion it would be a  lengthy process. 
After the war, the Union was to secure peace, 
rebuild all that the war destroyed, deal with 
the colonial policy and ensure fair access to 
resources and markets.36

As to a  scope of the territory, the fu-
ture Central-East and South Europe feder-
ation was to include peoples living between 
the USSR and Germany, in the belt from the 
Baltic Sea to the Black Sea and the Adriatic. 
Such a  vision of the territory of the future 
confederation referred to the Jagiellonian 
idea; however, it was not the only one which 
influenced the concepts of the Polish Social-
ist Party — Freedom, Equality, Independ-
ence. The main one was the concept of secu-
rity and fears of the imperialist policy of the 
USSR and Germany.37

Socialist left-wing parties assumed that 
the socialist United States of Europe would 
be supranational. The key features which 
were to lead to the creation of a  federation 

were the forming of civil states in Europe as 
a result of the revolution “with the sanction 
of the law” and the economy based on plan-
ning and the dominance of social property 
over private and public property, and a vast 
territorial and cultural local government. 
This concept was based on the assumption 
that can be expressed by three words: war–
revolution–federation.38 

With the exception of Poland, the creation 
of a regional federation or confederation was 
not taken into account. Poland, because of 
historical and cultural reasons, could create 
a confederate association with “people’s” re-
publics of Belarus and Ukraine. 

National minorities living in the future 
Republic of Poland were to enjoy the local 
government organised in the same way as 
the Swiss one.        

The economy of the USE was to improve 
the standard of living and to be planned 
economy. In the future federation the bor-
ders would be open and a  single currency 
would be introduced. As it can be seen, left-
wing socialists’ thought referred to the con-
cepts of the Polish Socialist Party from the 
mid-twenties.39 

Political thought of the socialist left 
wing emphasised the slogan “free with 
the free, equal with the equal” more than 
the Freedom, Equality, Independence. That 
is why it also negated the possibility of join-
ing the USE by the Western superpowers 
and the USSR. It is worth mentioning that 
in its theoretical discussions, the socialist 
left wing did not deliberate over the Union 
of Nations. Perhaps it was connected with 
a revolution that was to take place in Eur-
ope at first. It was to be a social revolution, 
not only a political one like in Russia, led 
by the ideal of democracy and approved by 
parliaments elected in free and fair elec-
tions.

The year 1944 brought an end to discus-
sions over the integration by Polish socialist 
thought. The position of Poland in Europe 
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was defined by superpowers, especially by 
the USSR. That is why all discussions be-
came pointless, at least for ideologists of the 
Polish socialist movement.40 

The issues of values and factors, which 
were to be the basis for creating the regional 
integrations, the European and world ones, 
were not analysed in details due to the limit-
ed length of the article and a vast range of 
the problem. However, even a brief analysis 
allows to conclude as follows:

•  integration in Polish socialist thought 
was important. It was the basis for analysing 
the socio-political system and the position 
of Poland in Europe;

•  socialist thought benefited from Polish 
political thought, which dealt with the issues 
of integration in Europe;   

•  socialist thought was influenced by the 
Jagiellonian idea in its internal terms — con-
nected with the development of democracy 
of the gentry, and the creation of the civil 

state of that time — and in its international 
terms when the Jagiellonian Union became 
the European and world superpower;

•  Polish socialist thought supported 
confederate unions, the concept of feder-
ation was developed during the war and oc-
cupation;

•  the key factors which were to create 
and develop the integration in the form of 
a confederation or federation were: the state, 
its national security and civil society. The 
economic system and improving the stand-
ard of living were of secondary import- 
ance;

•  Polish political thought rarely used 
arguments in favour of integration such as 
a community of history and ideas of Europe, 
civilisation and cultural ties and a commu-
nity of ethnicity and language. The polit- 
ical factors were to decide about integration, 
consequently confederation or federation 
were of only political character.
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