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ThemassacreoftheLvivprofessors
Theyear2016marks the75thanniversaryof themassacreofLvivpro-

fessorsontheWulkaHillsonthenightofJuly1941.Despitethepassageof
timethetragedyremainsoneofthemysteriesoftheSecondWorldWar.We
knowthenamesofthoseshotbytheEinsatzkommando.Wealsoknowthatin
1943theirbodieswereexhumedandburned,withtheremainsbeingground
inamillandscatteredinitsvicinity.AlreadyatthattimetheGermanswere
tryingtohidethetracesoftheircrime.Especiallygiventhefactthatafterthe
discoveryof themassgraves in theKatynForest they tried todemonstrate
thatgenocidehappenedonly in theUSSR.Yethistorianshavemanaged to
reconstructthemassacred1,thoughnotwithallthenamesoftheactualperpe-
tratorsanddecision-makers.Authorswritingaboutthemassacreonthehills,
wherefacilitiesoftheLvivUniversityofTechnologyarelocated,assumethat
thiswasthefirststageintheexterminationofPolishintellectualsinLviv.Our
knowledgeofallthefactsrelatingtothemassacreisstillincomplete.Canwe
hopeitwilleverbecomplete?Theworkisthusstillinprogress.

1 Cf. [Z.Albert],Kaźń Profesorów Lwowskich. Lipiec 1941. Studia oraz relacje, doku-
menty zebrane i opracowane przez Zygmunta Alberta,Wrocław1989(alsoonline:http.//www.
lwow.home.pl/Albert/Albert-pl.html [retrieved: 18.10.2016]); D. Schenk, Noc morderców. 
Kaźń polskich profesorów we Lwowie i holokaust w Galicji Wschodniej, transl.P.Zarychta,
Kraków2011 (M.Ryńca,Polska literatura dotycząca mordu polskich profesorów we Lwo-
wie, pp.397–400andUzupełnienie bibliografii do wydania polskiego (wybór),pp.408–409);
K.Daszkiewicz,“RefleksjenatematksiążkiDieteraSchenka”,Ruch Prawniczy, Ekonomiczny 
i Socjologiczny 74,2012,issue2,pp.279–292.AreviewofthebookwaspublishedbyJarosław
Kurkowski inKwartalnik Historii Nauki i Techniki2012,no.2,s.279–286;P.Łysakowski,
“Mordna lwowskichprofesorachw lipcu1941 r.”,Dzieje Najnowsze 46,2012,pp.73–92;
idem,“StrzałynaWzgórzachWuleckich”,Rzeczpospolita2012,22–23June,pp.6–7;W.Bo-
nusiak,Kto zabił Profesorów Lwowskich?,Rzeszów1989.
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ThetopicistackledbyDieterSchenkinhisbookNoc morderców. Kaźń 
polskich profesorów we Lwowie i holokaust w Galicji Wschodniej(Kraków
2011). The question that is yet to be answered is whomade the decision
andwhoselected thevictims, the listofwhom included, in the firstplace,
professorsoftheFacultyofMedicineandFacultyofLawofJanKazimierz
University;FacultyofMechanicalEngineering,FacultyofChemistry,Faculty
ofCivilEngineering of theLvivUniversity ofTechnology; ForeignTrade
AcademyandAcademyofVeterinaryMedicine.Someofthemwerearrested 
with their families and guests that were visiting them.At that time there
werealotofPolishartistsandwriterslivinginLviv.Somedidnothidetheir
aversiontoGermanFascism.Yet theywerenotarrested.Toremainobject-
iveintermsoffacts,letusnotethatscholarsstudyingthecircumstancesof
the tragedy continue to comeupwith suggestions that shed some light on
this cruelmassacre. InMord na Wzgórzach Wuleckich w 1941 r.Grzegorz
Hryciuknotesthat

Thearrests,accordingtolistscompiledincollaborationwithformerUkrainianstudents,
wereaccompaniedbysearches,robberyofvaluablesandworksofart;themanfiguringpromi-
nentlyinthemwasPietervonMenten,anentrepreneurandracketeer,whohadlivedinEastern
Galiciasince1939.Since1940hehadbeenatrustworthymanoftheSD2.

The unit taking part in themurder on theWulkaHills, i.e. the special
purposeEinsatzkommandozurbesonderenVerwendung,was tokillpeople
selectedearlier.Whoselectedthem?Themassacrewascarriedoutswiftlyand
insecret,whichseemstoindicatethatthefearfactorwasofsecondarysig-
nificance.Thosewhowerearrestedwerethoseonthelistandmostwitnesses. 
SeveraldaysafterthemassacregroupsofGermanmilitaryintelligenceoffi-
cersarrivedinLviv.Theirobjectivesincludedrecruitingcollaboratorsfrom
amongscholars,especiallyengineersanddoctors.Thegroupsprobablydid
notcooperateontheplannedmassacre.Thisisevidencedbythefactthaton
the day following the execution of Professor Stanisław Pilat the Germans
wantedtorecruithimasacollaboratorintherebuildingofthedamagedpet-
roleumfacilities,includingthePolminStateMineralOilPlantinDrohobych
andotherfacilitiesinvolvedinpetroleumprocessing.

Itis,therefore,notsurprisingthataspecialistlikePilatdidnotescapetheir
noticeandthattheytriedtocontacthimalreadyon4July.Perhapsthisfact
willcontributetosomeprogressinattemptstodeterminemorecircumstances
ofthemassacre.AccordingtoD.Schenk,

2 G.Hryciuk, “MordnaWzgórzachWuleckichw1941 r.”, [in:]S.Bogaczewicz et al.,
Kaźń Profesorów Lwowskich, Wzgórza Wuleckie 1941; The Massacre of Lviv Professors, 
Wuleckie Hills 1941; Lemberger Proffesorenmord, Wuleckie-Hügel 1941; Страта львівских 
професорів, Вулецькі пагорби 1941, Wrocław2011,p.8.
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Thechoiceofthesespecificindividualsintheoperationwascompletelyabsurd;inmost
casestheywereelderlyscholars,devotedtotheirdisciplines.Theydidnotposeanyrisktothe
Germanoccupationauthorities.Leavingasidethetragedyinitspurelyhumandimension,the
killingoftheprofessorswasaconsiderablemistake,evenfromthepointofviewoftheNazis,
becausetheirexpertisecouldhavebecomeveryuseful,forexampleinprovidingmedicalcare
fortheVolksdeutscheandcitizensoftheReich3.

Lossessufferedbyintellectualsduringtheoccupationwerehuge.Atthe
same time theGermans, as early as in 1939, began to employPolish staff
inacademicinstitutionssubordinatedtothemandworkingtosatisfyurgent
needs of the General Governorate. This was how lower level vocational
schools were set up, with pre-war university professors working there as
teachers.Somewerecapturedduringstreet roundupsand thenshotashos- 
tagesorsenttoconcentrationcamps.ThusthemassacreinLvivinJuly1941
waspartoftheexterminationofPolishintellectualsbytheGermans,manifes-
tationsofwhichincludedthe“Sonderaktion”inKrakówinvolvingprofessors
oftheJagiellonianUniversityandtheMiningAcademy.Itcould,therefore,be
saidthattheJulymassacreontheWulkaHillsinLvivisinextricablylinked
to thiscriminalpolicy, the tragicpictureofwhichcouldbeseennumerous
timesduringtheoccupation.

This is all byway of introduction to the question of death of theLviv
professors.Tomakefactsclear,letusaddthat40peopleweremurderedthat
July night. They included ProfessorAntoni Cieszyński, aged 59, chair of
theDepartmentofDentistry,JanKazimierzUniversity,oneofthedefenders
ofLviv in 1918;ProfessorWładysławDobrzaniecki, aged 44, head of the
SurgeryWardoftheStateGeneralHospital,oneofthedefendersofLvivin
1918;ProfessorJanGrek,aged66,professorat theDepartmentof Internal
Medicine;Doc.dr JerzyGrzędzielski, aged40,chairof theDepartmentof
Ophthalmology, Jan Kazimierz University; Professor Edward Hamerski, 
aged43,chairoftheDepartmentofInfectiousDiseasesofDomesticAnimals,
Academy of Veterinary Medicine, one of the defenders of Lviv in 1918; 
Prof.drHenrykHilarowicz,aged51,professorattheDepartmentofSurgery,
JanKazimierzUniversity;Revdoc.drWładysławKomornicki,aged29,lec-
turerinbiblicalstudiesattheLvivTheologicalSeminary;EugeniuszKostecki,
aged36,master shoemaker,husbandofProfessorDobrzaniecki’s landlady;
Professor Włodzimierz Krukowski, aged 53, chair of the Department of
ElectricalMeasurements,LvivUniversityofTechnology;ProfessorRoman
LongchampsdeBérier,aged56,chairof theDepartmentofCivilLaw,Jan
KazimierzUniversity,deputyrectoroftheUniversityin1938–1939,defender
ofLvivin1918;BronisławLongchampsdeBérier,aged25,graduateofthe
LvivUniversityofTechnology,theprofessor’sson;ZygmuntLongchampsde

3 D.Schenk,op.cit.,p.149.
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Bérier,aged23,graduateoftheLvivUniversityofTechnology,theprofessor’s
son;KazimierzLongchamps deBérier, aged 18, high-school graduate, the
professor’sson;ProfessorAntoniŁomnicki,aged60,chairoftheDepartment
of Mathematics, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, Lviv University of
Technology;AdamMięsowicz,aged19,ProfessorSołowij’sgrandson,taken
togetherwithhisgrandfather;ProfessorWitoldNowicki, aged63, chairof
theDepartmentofAnatomicalPathology,defenderofLvivin1918;Drmed.
Jerzy Nowicki, aged 27, assistant lecturer at the Department of Hygiene,
JanKazimierzUniversity,theprofessor’sson;ProfessorTadeuszOstrowski,
aged60,headoftheDepartmentofSurgery,DeanoftheFacultyofMedicine
(1937–1938), defender of Lviv in 1918; JadwigaOstrowska, aged 59, the
professor’swife;ProfessorStanisławPilat,aged60,chairoftheDepartment
ofPetroleumandNaturalGasTechnology,LvivUniversityofTechnology;
Professor Stanisław Progulski, aged 67, professor at the Department of
Paediatrics,JanKazimierzUniversity; Inż.AndrzejProgulski,aged29, the
professor’s son; Honorary Professor RomanRencki, aged 74, chair of the
DepartmentofInternalMedicine,JanKazimierzUniversity;MariaReyman,
aged 40, nurse from theSocial Insurance Institution, taken fromProfessor
Ostrowski’sflat;Drmed.StanisławRuff,aged69,headoftheSurgeryWard
of the JewishHospital, taken from ProfessorOstrowski’s flat;Anna Ruff,
aged55,DoctorRuff’swife; Inż.AdamRuff, aged30,DoctorRuff’s son;
ProfessorWłodzimierzSieradzki,aged70,chairoftheDepartmentofForensic
Medicine, JanKazimierzUniversity, rectorof theUniversity (1924–1925),
defender of Lviv in 1918; ProfessorAdam Sołowij, aged 82, retired head
oftheGynaecologyandMaternityWardoftheGeneralHospital;Professor
Włodzimierz Stożek, aged 57, chair of the Department of Mathematics,
FacultyofCivilEngineering,LvivUniversityofTechnology;Inż.Eustachy
Stożek,aged29,assistantlecturerattheUniversityofLviv,theprofessor’s
son;EmanuelStożek,graduateoftheFacultyofChemistry,LvivUniversity
of Technology, the professor’s son; Doctor of Laws Tadeusz Tapkowski, 
aged 44, taken from Professor Dobrzaniecki’s flat; Professor Kazimierz
Vetulani, aged61,chairof theDepartmentofTheoreticalMechanics,Lviv
University ofTechnology; ProfessorKasperWeigel, aged 61; chair of the
DepartmentofMetrology,LvivUniversityofTechnology;MgrJózefWeigel,
aged 33, lawyer, the professor’s son; Professor RomanWitkiewicz, aged
55,chairof theDepartmentofMachineMeasurements,LvivUniversityof
Technology;Walisch,aged40–45,ownerofthe“BeieriS-ka”ready-to-wear
clotheswarehouse,takenfromProfessorSieradzki’sflat;DoctorTadeuszBoy-
Żeleński, aged66, physician, journalist, literary critic, translator ofFrench
literature, during the Soviet occupation chair of theDepartment of French
Literature,UniversityofLviv,takenfromProfessorGrek’sflat.Inaddition,on
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5July1941theGermansshotKatarzynaDemko,aged34,teacherofEnglish,
takenfromProfessorOstrowski’sflat;Doc.drStanisławMączewski,aged49,
headoftheGynaecologyandMaternityWardoftheGeneralHospital.On12
July1941thefollowingpeoplewerekilled:ProfessorHenrykKorowicz,aged
53,economicsprofessorattheForeignTradeAcademy;ProfessorStanisław
Ruziewicz,aged51,mathematicsprofessorat theForeignTradeAcademy.
On20JulytheNazisshotProfessorKazimierzBartel,aged59,chairofthe
DepartmentofDescriptiveGeometry,LvivUniversityofTechnology,defend-
erofLvivin1918,formermemberofparliament,senator,primeministerand
deputyprimeministerofPoland.Severalprofessorswerearrestedwiththeir
families and guests. People taken from Prof Ostrowski’s flat included the
directoroftheJewishhospital,DoctorStanisławRuffwithhisentirefamily
andReverendKomornicki. FromProfessor JanGrek’s house theGermans
took theprofessorwithhiswifeandbrother-in-law,TadeuszBoy-Żeleński,
whowasnotonthelistatall.Thelistofuniversityprofessorswasoutdated, 
which further complicated this tragic situation: sometimes the assassins
woulddecidethatapersonfromthelistwashiding,iftheydidnotfindhim
under theaddressprovided(thisconcernede.g.professorswhodiedbefore
theSovietattackonPoland:RomanLeszczyński,AdamBednarskianddirec-
toroftheOssolineum,LudwikBernacki)4.

DespitethepassageoftimetheLvivtragedyhasnotyetbeenfullydocu- 
mented. However, what has been established in the course of painstaking
researchconstitutesextremelyvaluablematerial,whichenablesus tocome
closer to the truthabout theLvivmassacre.IncommunistPolandthe issue
wasreluctantlytackledbyresearchersowingtopoliticalconsiderations.This
was thespecificityofPolishhistoriographyat the time.But,perhaps,back
thenitwassimplytooearlyforthat?Theonlypublicationcompetentlybring-
ing togethervarious threadsof the storyof themassacre is thebookKaźń 
Profesorów Lwowskich. Lipiec 1941. Studia oraz relacje, dokumenty zebrane 
i opracowane przez Zygmunta Alberta(Wrocław1989)[TheMassacreofthe
LvivProfessors.StudiesandAccounts,DocumentsCollectedandExamined
byZygmuntAlbert],presentingbriefbiographiesoftheexecutedprofessors
as well as previously unavailable or unknown documents, which skilfully
combinethevariousthreadsofthetragedy.Afteralongperiodinwhichthe
topicwasneglected,since1989dozensofarticleshavebeendevoted to it,
most of them journalistic in nature andwritten in connection e.g.with the
unveilingofthemonumentonthe70thanniversaryofthemassacre5.

4 TragicdeathoftheLvivprofessors:http://www.lwow.com.pl/Rocznica,htm.
5 ManyarticlesabouttheLvivmassacrehavebeenpublishedonvariousinternetportals

(cf.e.g.Tragiczna śmierć profesorów lwowskich,http://www.lwow.compl/Rocznica,htm[re-
trieved:18.01.2016]).
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ThemassacreontheWulkaHillswascommemoratedpubliclyforthefirst
timewhenamonument to thevictimswaserectedafteryearsof efforts in
Wrocławin1964.Wehavetostressherethesignificanceofthepersistence
ofWrocław academicswho came fromLviv andwho for years sought to
symbolically commemorate theodysseyofpeople shot at the timeand the
painoftheirfamilies.Theauthenticityoftheseaspirationscontributingtothe
overcomingofpoliticalobstaclesgaverisetomanyactionswhichafteryears
ofstrugglefinallywereputintopractice.AsMagdalenaBajerhasnoted,
thecommemorationofprofessorsandstaffofLvivuniversitiesinacitytowhichtheexiles
broughttheirtraditions,breadthofresearchhorizons,boldnessofscholarlyideas,opennessto
theachievementsofotheruniversitiesandothernations—qualitiescharacteristicofmulticul-
turalgroupsthatemergeinborderregions—allthisthepost-warauthoritieswantedtoburyin
thepasttopreventitfrombeingcontinued.ThattheWrocławmonumentstandsissomething
weowetothefirstpost-warrectoroftheUniversityofWrocław—rectorofLviv’sJanKa-
zimierzUniversityinthe1930s—StanisławKulczyński,ahigh-rankingofficialinpost-war
Poland6.

It should be noted that the monument initially featured only the fol-
lowing inscription: “May our fate be awarning”; therewere no names of
the murdered professors. They were added only during the “Solidarity”
movement period (1981). There are also remembrance signs in the forms
of memorial plaques with names of the victims placed in the Franciscan
Church in Kraków, Basilica of theAssumption in Lviv, main building of
theUniversityofWrocław,WrocławMedicalUniversity,rectorhoseofthe
Wrocław University of Technology and the headquarters of theWrocław
BranchofthePolishAcademyofSciences.Letusalsonotethatinthe1990s
the families of thevictims launched an initiativewhich led to the erection
ontheWulkaHillsofamodestmonumentwiththenamesofthevictimsas
well as a plaque, in Polish andUkrainian, reading: “On 4 July 1941Nazi
murderers shotherePolishprofessors fromLvivuniversities andmembers
oftheirfamilies”.Anotherlogicalconsequenceofthesavingofthememory
of themassacrewas an agreement (2008) between themayor ofWrocław,
RafałDutkiewicz, and themayor ofLviv,AndriySadovyi, concerning the
erectionofamonumentonthesiteoftheexecution.Itsdesignwasselected
(2009) in a competition launched by the Jan Nowak-Jeziorański College
of Eastern Europe, the Honorary Committee of which included Professor
AndrzejBiałas,Presidentof thePolishAcademyofLearning; the jurywas
chairedbyProfessorYaroslavHrytsakfromLvivandProfessorTadeuszLuty
fromWrocław.Themonument,designedbyProfessorAleksanderŚliwafrom
theAcademyofFineArtsinKraków,wasunveiledin2011,onthe70thanni-

6 M.Bajer,“Zwierzeniekata”,PAUza Akademicka. Tygodnik Polskiej Akademii Umiejęt-
ności,No.97of11November2010.
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versaryofthetragedy.AtthattimetheInstituteofNationalRemembranceand
theWrocławBranchoftheCommissionfortheProsecutionofCrimesagainst
thePolishNationpublishedabookinPolish,English,GermanandUkrainian
tomarktheoccasion7.

Puttingitverygenerally,thisisthecurrentknowledgeoftheoriginsand
history of signs of remembrance dedicated to the Lviv professors shot on
thenightof3July1941ontheWulkaHills,thesiteofthebuildingsofthe
LvivUniversityofTechnologyandtheAbrahamowiczBoardingHouse,an
educationandcarecentreforimpoverishedyouth,wheretheNaziskeptthe
professorsbeforethemassacre.Todaywehavepublications,monumentsand
memorialplaquescommemoratingthemurder,butwestillknowverylittle
aboutthefamilylifeofthevictims,theirmultifacetedacademic,organisation-
alandcommunitywork,whichispartofthehistoryofLvivanditsuniversi-
ties,andoftenofsignificancetotheentirecountry.Thefewmemoirsthatare
availableshowthattheprofessorsweregreatlyrespectedasmenofauthor-
ity on account of their research and universally appreciated organisational
efforts.ThatiswhytheeditorialteamofWrocławskie Studia Wschodnie,an
annual publication of the Ossoliński National Institute, Centre for Eastern
Studies of the Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, and
InstituteofHistoryof theUniversityofWrocław, incollaborationwith the
InstituteoftheHistoryofScience,PolishAcademyofSciences,willpublish
aseriesofbiographicalessaysthataretoenliventhememoryoftheprofes-
sorsexecutedinLviv.

Theirbiographieswillbean“encounterwiththevictimsofthemassacre”
andtheirlives.Obviously,ourknowledgewillnotbecomecomplete,itwill
be fragmentary,wemight say, althoughsomething thatcannotbeconfined
toanarrativeofoneauthor.Afterall,theprofessorshadtheirfamilies,out-
standingachievementsasscholars,studiedatvariousuniversities,tookpartin
internationalcongresses,hadtheirpassions,faultsandhabits,hopesandsor-
rows;oftentheyparticipatedinthefightforPoland’sindependence,forPolish
Lvivetc.Weknownothingorverylittleaboutthat!Therefore,wewouldlike
allthistobepresentedinbiographicalessaysdevotedtotheprofessorsand
theirfamiliesaswellastheirhopes,sotragicallyquashed.Whetherwewill
beabletoachievethatdependssolelyonauthors.

Inordertopreservethememoryofthevictimsofthetragiceventsfrom
75 years ago, the biographies published inWrocławskie Studia Wschodnie 
willsubsequentlybepublishedintheformofabookthatwillbeanexpres-
sionofgratitudeanda tribute to thevictimsaswellascommemorationof
whattheyachievedintheirbusyandnoblelives,whichendedsotragically.

7 S.Bogaczewiczetal.,op.cit.
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Letthusnationalawarenessofthistragiceventfromthepastbetheguiding
force in theworkon theplannedbook to bepublishedby theDepartment
ofEthnologyandCulturalAnthropology,LibraryoftheOssolińskiNational
InstituteandtheInstituteoftheHistoryofScienceofthePolishAcademyof
Sciences.
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